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1.100.000 OF THE LAST ISSUE SOLD 


(4S record-breaking sale of THE UPPER ROOM has been com- 


pleted, an increase of 50,000 copies for the first quarter of 1940 
as compared with the first quarter of 1939——a daily devotional guide in 
50,000 more American homes! 


Will You Help Us Place THE UPPER ROOM in Thousands of 
Other Homes in which Devotional Guidance Is Lacking? 


The April, May, June issue is now ready for distribution. English and 
Spanish editions are 5 cents per copy, postpaid, in lots of 10 or more to 
one address. Single copies, by mail, 10 cents. Individual yearly subscrip- 
tions, 30 cents, postpaid; foreign, 40 cents. 


Two new members have been added to THE UPPER ROOM family—the 
Portuguese edition and the Braille edition for the blind. Due to a larger 
printing than we anticipated, we have reduced the price of the Braille 
edition to 50 cents per copy or $2.00 per year. 


Send all orders for English, Spanish, and Braille editions to 


THE UPPER ROOM 


Doctors’ Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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Life’s Victory Over Death 


And the Other Mary 


By P. G. S. HOPWOOD, Ph. D. 


Dr. Charles S. Mcfarland selects Dr. Hopwood as one of the leading lights in 
the British pulpit about whom we are likely to hear much in the future. In his new 
book the author peers beyond the veil between life and death and discovers something 


that few of us fully realize. 


The New York Times says: “This book cannot be summarized. It has 


to be read. 


mation by an author who has something to say.” 


It shows us death not as an end of life but as life’s consum- 


$1.25 


ROLAND Q. LEAVELL, D.D. 


Saving America to Save 
the World 


A book of addresses that will 
show why during Dr. Leavell’s 
three years of leadership in evan- 
gelism the Southern Baptists ex- 
perienced the greatest growth the 
denomination has known in a 
similar length of time. $1.00 


WALTON H. GREEVER, D.D. 
Secretary of the United Lutheran 
Church in America 


Human Relationships 
and the Church 


What can and must the church 
do if it would save itself and 
society from the destroying influ- 
ences which threaten them both 
today? In this book we find the 
answer, clearly and unmistakably 
based on the authority with which 
Christ commissioned His Church. 

$1.00 


HARRY RIMMER, D.D., Sc.D. 
The Prayer Perfect 


Meditations on the Lord’s Prayer 


Dr. Rimmer, who was a scien- 
tist before he was a preacher, 
studies the Lord’s Prayer as a 
whole, and then examines each 
clause separately, explaining it 
with a clarity that cannot fail to 
impress those who have _ been 
puzzled even while they prayed. 


$1.25 


LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD, 
M.A., and others 


Things Which 
Cannot Be Shaken 


The messages in this book 
come from the hearts of men in 
Britain who see about them today 
things which cannot be shaken 
under the new onslaught of the 
powers of darkness. $1.00 


PERRY J. STACKHOUSE, D.D. 
Lamplight 


Illustration and Quotations for 
Pulpit, Platform and Forum 
Dr. Stackhouse’s illustrations 

have the freshness and vigor for 

which he is noted. He provides 
apt quotation or illustration, and 
loosens the springs of thought in 

a volume that should be in every 


study. $2.00 


ROBERT E. SPEER 


When Christianity 
Was New 


Dr. Speer examines the posi- 
tion of Christianity in relation to 
the church in the home, social 
and economic questions, race 
problems, other religions, and the 
place of Christ in the early 
church. $2.00 


North and Eastot Musa Dagh 


Stories of the Near East 


By EVANGELINE METHENY 


Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer, the famous Arabian missionary, says: “When Franz 
Werfel wrote his great novel he introduced the reader to the great tragedy of the Near 
East, the clash of races and religions. 


“These short stories of the daily life and suffering, the tragedy and the comedy 
of Moslem homes bring a fascinating corner of the Near East nearer to the reader. 


With Foreword by SAMUEL M. ZWEMER, F.R.G.S. 0 -  -— - 


$2.00 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
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The Spiritual Autobiography of Man 165 


Wm. Tait Paterson, Cincinnati, Ohio SHORT Glens 


The Point Of Contact In Preaching .. 167 


Charles J. Wood, Housatonic, Mass. AAcea a dozen years, if one really pursues 
ihebong Pastorate: 4.00080 168 hobby, the hobby is quite apt to pursue in turm 
S. C. Williamson, St. Joseph, Mo. Thus it increasingly snags my curiosity when letters 

BGpatish' Paper lee e170 from parts afar and in unfamiliar hand reach me int 
Darwin X. Gass, Sabillasville, Md. quiring about hunting and fishing and vacationing in thé 
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Annual Budget a suggestive thought for the hunter of souls as well as 
Meditation the Nimrodic or Waltonian adventurer. 
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Private Enemy, Worry Mexico next winter. We will drive south on the Mexic« 
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The Ascension 3 Highway as planned he will experience much _ bodily! 
Ree es toca discomfort and probable failure in any attempt h¢ 
My Great Intercession might make to reach the west coast by car. If it be 
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God’s Provision of Food U. S. arterial highway No. 80 to Nogales, cross th 
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war impossible. 
primarily self-regarding institutions. 
are in a small minority. 


of mankind? 


HILE Europe was mobilizing in July, 
a remarkable group of Christians met 
in Switzerland to consider what action 
ould be taken to establish an effective inter- 
ational order. Although they met amid the 
anquility of a Swiss landscape, they realized 
at they were actually living on a volcano. 
hey worked as a strategy commission called 
gether by the World Council of Churches 
nd the World Alliance for International 
riendship through the Churches. Who the 
embers were is not so important as what 
ey did. Suffice to say that among them were 
en with trained minds and vital Christian 
xperience united by a deep desire to know 
e mind of Christ and produce a document 
hich might really set forward the cause of 
eace. They were drawn from 11 countries, 
cluding nations at war or threatened by 
ar, representing Europe, Asia and America. 
there were representatives of nearly all 
shurches, including two Roman Catholic lay- 
aen, who were present as technical experts. 
dr. Temple, the Archbishop of York, presided 
nd signed the report. 


To Advise the Churches 


The report which claims no official author- 


‘y may yet be of creative value as the germ 
f a Christian international code. Its only au- 
hority springs from the measure of wisdom and 
ruth which it contains. The central purpose 
f the Conference was to advise the Churches. 
‘ertainly the document deserves careful study 


ipril 1940 


CHRISTIAN STRATEGY IN THE 


PRESENT > 


y 


There is a feeling abroad that the Church ought to have made another 
It must be remembered that nations are impersonal and 
The Christians with a sacrificial spirit 
Yet even in this hard impersonal world of nations, 
the Christian minority should set up standards of order and conduct. 

Will the Church muddle on with no clear word and wait for some other 
agency less qualified but with more energy to take the moral leadership 


throughout Christendom. Among the attrac- 
tive features of the report is that it is brief 
and realistic and offers a constructive code of 
Christian standards in the realm of inter- 
national affairs. 

Looking out on the world and its problems 
the Conference advocated settlement of inter- 
national disputes by’ negotiation, in a spirit of 
humility for past mistakes which all States 
have committed. And with a recognition that 
the existing status has no WISIN SEES 


Oo 


\— 
changing organism. 
The conference concluded that the securing os 4 
of orderly change is as essential to justice as 
the protection of nations — _against violence. 
Both are responsibilities of nations in the inter- 
national community. Therefore neither the /\/ 
(\maintenance\ of \the, s status quo for self- interest 


nor.aggression) for self-interest can claim moral 
sanctions. — 


k— 


The Human Elemer Element a, 


A searching analysis is Teticeaden He the (causes)\ a 


of the present disorder, but behind them a 
liés the human_element. Men lost their hold \~ 
ihe spiritual realities. ~ They have been brought o y 
to accept as substitutes the supremacy of na- 
tion, race or class, rather than the sovereignty 
of God and the brotherhood of man as taught \ 
by Christ. ae 
This Conference of Christian realists recog- | 
nized the enormous difficulties of bringing the \ 
political world under Christian direction. Na- 


Page 163 


( tions and States are impersonal and primarily 
ANN self-regarding institutions and in all of them 


/ Christians with a sacrificial spirit are a small 
minority. Yet such minorities can do much 
\/if they are determined to obey God’s will at 
Xall costs and in humble dependence upon the 
Great Helper. 
Even in the hard, impersonal world of 
States certain basic principles can and should 
be standards of order and conduct. Among 


these principles, the Conference agreed that 
x ‘/there must be jincluded the equal dignity of | 


various states that sense of obligation whic 
is essential if the world is to move forwar 
from its present anarchy to something desery 
ing the name of the rule of law. 


Maintaining Order 


At the same time, the Conference recog 
nized that: “the rule of law cannot become | 
reality so long as the way is known to be ope: 
for resort to violence.” It is for the internation 
al community to remove this insecurity b 

roviding an effective deterrent against th 


Fall men, respect for human life, acknowledg-"\/use of force. For this purpose it is not suff 
ment of the solidarity for good and evil of all cient for nations to renounce the use of vio 
nations and races of the earth, respect for the \« lence on their part. They have also a dut 


plighted word, and the recognition that power 
of any kind, political or economic, must be co- 
xtensive with responsibility. 


Moral Anarchy 


The mere proclamation of these principles 
does not translate them into action, but if 
Christians are resolved to make them a basis 
of their political action, they may give guid- 
ance in the present chaotic situation where 
all standards are being abandoned. Many 
who do not profess the Christian faith will 
assent to these basic principles at a time when 
moral anarchy is being openly proclaimed. 


\ 


NK 


“It is not the vocation of the Church,” says 
the Report, “to put forward detailed political 
programmes for immediate application. The 
task of the Church is of a different order— 
to create, foster and deepen a sense of Chris- 


tian values in the world of affairs,’ to lay down \/ 


inspire right 
udgment on practical issues as they arise, 
and to uphold the efforts of Christian men 
and women to maintain the Christian stan- 
dard in public life.” 


ae principles which will 


vy 


ae The section of the Report dealing with the 
\\ Application of Christian Principles states that 
te “political power should always be exercised 
with a full sense of responsibility,” and that 
“all human beings are of equal worth in the 
eyes of God and should be so treated in the 
political sphere.” From these two principles 
follows a third: “The duty of the ruling power 

to develop equality before the law.” 


International law is at present a body of 
rules without a soul. It is clearly the task of 
Christians to strive for a fuller realization of 
the fact of international community. They can 
do this in two ways — by| strengthening the 
sense of community within their own ranks, 
and by promoting among the citizens of the 


a) 
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as good neighbors to take their share of th 


~ responsibility for maintaining good order i 


the international community. The full dis 
charge of this responsibility will require tha 
the collective will of the community shall b 
used to secure the necessary changes in th 
interests of justice, to the same extent that i 
is used to secure the protection of nation 
against violence.” As to the use of force i 
this connection, the members of the Confer: 
ence were not agreed. 


In the field of economic relations they con 
sidered that it is both necessary and possibl 
to place international economic life upon | 
more assured basis. Responsibility for one 
own country and people must give rise to | 
feeling of the common responsibility of all th 
national economies for one another and of th 
responsibility of the whole of mankind for th 
whole earth. 


Tasks in Time of War 


The Report sets out distinctive modes o 
Christian activity directly related to the pres 
ent situation. 


That preaching and prayer should be trul 
Christian. Prayer must not degenerate int 
a means of national propaganda. . . . That th 
churches should work, in such ways as ar 
open to them, for a just peace. They shoul 
seek to counteract the spirit of vengeance ani 
the lust for power. Mass hatred is difficult t 
check, but the churches must make the effor 


That the Churches should guard against be 
coming agencies for the propaganda of hatrec 
... That the Churches should minister to pri: 
oners of war, discourage reprisals again: 
them, face the refugee problem and aid pec 
ple dislocated by war. . . . That Christiar 
should show in their own lives a willingnes 
to share the blame for the sin of war, an 
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nat each should reveal in the carrying of his 
ross a gratitude for God’s redeeming love. 
God Reigns! 

Finally the Report stresses the fact that for 
he Christian to accept a counsel of despair 
yhen difficulties increase and chaos threatens 
| to deny faith. We believe that God presides 
ver the destinies of nations as well as of 
dividuals. When men in the grip of fear 
snd to rely upon their own unaided strength 
nd wisdom, the Churches must proclaim 
oldly and clearly, “The Lord thy God reign- 


eth.” They must proclaim that fact as a judg- 
ment, as a warning, and also as the basis of 
their faith and hope. 

What will the Churches do with this tre- 
mendously important document? Will they 
proclaim it and commend it to Governments? 
Or, as a member of the conference asks, will 
they ignore it, muddle on with no clear word 


Sea 


for the world’s most pressing problem and / 
wait for some other agency, less qualified but / 


with more energy and courage to take the 
moral leadership of mankind? 


THE SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
OF MAN 


WILLIAM TAIT PATERSON 


“YOME time ago I wrote “Bring “Em Back 
Alive!” (see The Expositor for July 1939), 
my argument being that “to alert, active 

jinds and controlled imaginations the Bible 

still the happiest of hunting grounds for 
rmonic ideas. You will find them alive and 
ou must strive to “bring em back alive!” 
But we are readers of literature other than 
1e Bible and here again sermons will come 

) us just begging to be preached. There is 

othing like wide reading to provide us with 

leas, and also, what is equally important, to 
2ep us out of ruts in our choice of subjects. 
do not mean taking books and preaching 
om their contents, although that can be done 

ith profit. Such preaching will not be a 

ere rehashing of the author’s thinking, but 

ill be rather our own reactions, our agree- 

ents and our differences, and it may well be 

at the highest value will come in these 
ings wherein we differ. If we differ, and 

m. give reasons for differing, we have been 

sing our heads while we read. 

I am thinking at the moment, however, of 

yw a phrase, a sentence, or a paragraph, may 

ir our minds and send them far afield to 
turn laden with a rich burden. I am reading 
hn Baillie’s book, “The Place of Jesus Christ 

Modern Christianity,” and on page 25 I 

id a quotation from Santayana, just a phrase 

om the quotation, “the spiritual autobiog- 

phy of man.” That is an interesting thought. 
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That such a spiritual autobiography can be 
found I am sure. I shall find it in the lives, 
the development of the leaders of. men. It 
will be progressive, for it could never be writ- 
ten in any one generation. Well, here is my 
Bible, and it is full of spiritual biographies. 
Suppose I select a few from its pages, and 
show the steady progression in faith and real- 
ization of God. I begin with Adam, that first 
stirring of the clod, that one, who first of all 
men, looked into the face of God and held 
converse with him. Then I move on to Abra- 
ham, who looked up at the stars that shone 
over Ur of the Chaldees, the stars his fellow- 
townsmen worshipped as God. But Abraham 
was a rover of the skies, and beyond the stars 
he found God who made them, and who led 
him further and more surely than ever a star 
led men. Then Moses who saw God moving 
in the affairs of nations and empires and 
under God led a mob out of slavery into 
nationhood. Then Saul, king of Israel, who 
towered head and shoulders above the crowd, 
but who, even from that height, could not 
see the way God was pointing him. Then 
David, a most human man, with the glories 
and the frailties of his manhood, who yet had 
a heart that was like the heart of God. Then 
into the prophets: Isaiah, with his “wild sera- 
phic fire;’ Ezekiel, prophet of exile and 
depression, who yet could see God rebuilding 
Jerusalem; Amos, prophet of justice, human 
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and divine; and Hosea, prophet of the redeem- 
ing love of God. Now we are in the New 
Testament. Perhaps there will be a sermon 
on “the Man, Christ Jesus.” It should show 
us God’s idea of the race. Then Peter and 
John and Paul will help us to see what it 
means in the lives of three different men to 
know Jesus Christ. And when we are through, 
we shall have seen and we shall have helped 
other people to see something of the spiritual 
autobiography of the race. 

Take another book, “The Taproot of Reli- 
gion and Its Fruitage” by Charles F. Sanders. 
You may recall that Lewis Browne in “This 
Believing World” insists that religion has its 
roots in fear. Dr. Sanders declares that in 
discussing religion we are dealing with per- 
sons, and the chief characteristic of persons 
is, not fear, but aspiration. Aspiration is never 
satisfied until it ends in achievement. There 
are a host of texts in the Bible with just this 
thought. Psalm 27:8 is an example: “When 
thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said 
unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” There 
you have God stirring the heart of man, “The 
Divine Initiative” as Dr. Hugh Ross Macintosh 
called it, and you have the answer of the 
human heart, not in fear, but in aspiration. 
Take your hymnal and read over the section 
entitled “Aspiration,” and your sermon will be 
waiting to be written and preached. 


Besides being decidedly fascinating reading, 
a great deal of the new biography is most 
suggestive of sermon subjects, and profuse in 
illustrative material. Gamaliel Bradford called 
his work “psychography” and told us it was 
the attempt to portray character. It is not 
concerned with filling pages with dates, or 
even detailing events. Philip Guedalla has 
written a biography of the Duke of Welling- 
ton in 481 pages, and he gives exactly 8 
pages to the battle of Waterloo. So what we 
are watching as we turn the pages is the de- 
velopment of a soul, its victories and its de- 
feats, and, perchance, its ultimate destiny. It 
is true one must use one’s own judgment in 
accepting an author’s conclusions, here as 
elsewhere. I remember reading, one after the 
other, two biographies of Daniel Webster. 
The authors differed flatly in the values and 
qualities of the character portrayed. They 
could not both be right. No doubt, the real 
truth concerning Black Daniel lies somewhere 
between the two. 


However, you and I have to deal with men 
and women, and we must deal with them on 
the plane of reality. Modern biography, with 
all its debunking, helps us to an understanding 
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of ourselves and our fellows. Woodward, i 
“Meet General Grant,” derisively portrays | 
minister offering prayer by the bedside of th 
dying Grant, and exclaims irritably, “There 
nothing to life but the living of it.” Surely th 
preacher reading that thinks instantly of Paul 
with the sword of the executioner waiting fo 
him, “For me, to live is Christ,” and he wil 
have a sermon dealing with philosophies o 
life and pointing to Christ. Harold Lamb i 
his life of “Genghis Khan, the Emperor o 
All Men,” tells this incident: One day in th 
pavilion at Karakorum (Genghis Khan) aske 
an officer of the Mongol guard what, in al 
the world, could bring the greatest happiness 
“The open steppe, a clear day, and a swif 
horse under you,” responded the officer afte 
a little thought, “and a falcon on your wris 
to start up hares.” “Nay,” responded the Khan 
“to crush your enemies, to see them fall a 
your feet — to take their horses and goods anc 
hear the lamentation of their women. Tha 
is best.” Do not the Beatitudes of Jesus com 
quickly to mind, and his words, “Pray fo 
them that despitefully use you. Bless an 
curse not?” 


Take an example of another type. Benjami 
Disraeli, Lord Beaconsfield, seems to mos 
casual readers of history one of the conqueror 
of the earth. Listen to this word from th 
biography by Andre Maurois: “Notwithstand 
ing a string of triumphs in public life, th 
winter after Mary Anne’s death was one o 
terrible sorrow. It was not only that Dizz 
had lost in her the being he loved best in a 
the world, it was as if a great hunger an 
thirst for tenderness could find no satisfying 
To Mary Anne the Sphinx had delivered u 
his secret: it was — timidity. A timidity bor 
in childhood from schoolboy persecutions, fo: 
tered, under the guise of superficial brazer 
ness, by the hostility of his peers, soothed i 
riper years by unique friendships, and cure 
at last by power; but it had moulded his chai 
acter and impregnated all its elements. I 
particular, it had prevented him from eve 
finding real pleasure in the society of men. T 
feel himself their equal, he required to b 
their chief.” I wonder if your minds are n« 
stirring with sermon ideas. The need of al 
even the greatest, for friendship, understanc 
ing, and friendly support. The conquest « 
fear. “Let not your heart be troubled. Y 
believe in God, believe also in me.” 


There is more, much more, to this, but 
have used more than my allotted space. Pe 


haps another time you and I can glean i 
other fields. 
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THE POINT OF CONTACT IN 


PREACHING 


CHARLES J. WOOD 


‘JT was a beautiful sermon, but I couldn’t 
[isi what he was talking about.” “Yes, 

the story of the crippled boy, who gave 
nis crutches for crippled children gripped my 
heart, but that is all that I can remember 
ibout it,” the other said. 

Such were the comments of two men I 
overheard, relative to a delivered sermon. 
What was the matter? Here were two men 
ypical of the average of that congregation; 
yet one got nothing from the sermon, and the 
other only a disconnected illustration. The 
remarks of those two men set me to thinking. 

The sermon had been well delivered. The 
language was smooth and flowing. There was 
1 natural transition from point to point. It 
nad been well constructed from a homiletical 
standpoint. In spite of all this, it had not been 
‘put across;” it had not accomplished its 
designed effect. Why had it not gripped the 
nearts of the hearers? 

The minister had not developed a single 
point of contact with his congregation. The 
Illustration of the crippled boy had come the 
1earest to it. As a result, it was remembered, 
and the rest of the sermon was forgotten. The 
ninister had been talking along one line; the 
seople had been thinking in terms of another. 
Parallel lines never meet. At no point in his 
sermon did he reach over, and talk out of 
he experiences of his hearers. 

It still pleases God to proclaim his laws 
und will for mankind through his prophets. 
Prophecy need not mean the forecasting of 
soming events. The forceful prophet of today 
vill make the lives, words, and actions of 
Biblical characters live again amid modern 
-onditions. Under his skillful touch, they will 
gain become flesh-and-blood men and wom- 
mn. They will lead the way through the laby- 
inth of modern social and economic condi- 
ions. Too often has the modern prophet been 
ikened to the Delphian Oracle: difficult to 
eceive, and even more difficult of interpreta- 
ion. Preaching need never become prosy or 
lull. The minister is engaged in the most 
nteresting work on earth; preaching from the 
nost interesting book published; talking about 
he most.interesting subject—human lives and 
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their development. He is to become the finger 
brushes of the dynamo of God. He is to 
connect the power of God, with the common- 
place duties of life, so that they will glow 
with a new meaning of service. 


The point of contact between the preacher 
and his congregation is not found in an elab- 
orate defense of Christ’s diety, or the implica- 
tions of the atonement. Ministers in flowing 
robes and white collars have tried in vain to 
win men and women for the Cause of Christ 
by such elaborate treatises. The point of con- 
tact is not found here. 


The point of contact is not found by intro- 
ducing a string of anecdotes “sandwiched in 
between a quotation from Emerson, a refer- 
ence to an article in the current Atlantic, and 
a dab of poetry, all pleasantly tinctured with 
religion.” Such a sermon is not vital; it is not 
flesh-and-blood. It would not survive the on- 
slaught of a grocer’s business cares, without 
attempting to meet mankind’s quest for the 
living God. 

The point of contact is found in the every 
day experiences of the congregation. What 
light has the text to throw on their problems? 
How can the teachings of the text meet the 
temptations and discouragements of common- 
place, irksome duties? Sermons that live, and 
walk about as vital, burning messengers are 
born out of the daily experiences of human 
beings. 

Here is the modern business man. He has 
to face broken contracts, and _ irresponsible 
employees on the one hand; on the other the 
temptation to throw overboard the golden 
rule of Christ, and practice profiteering. He 
must cope with the discouragements of mod- 
ern business life. What has your sermon to 
offer him as a way out? How can you apply 
your text to his specific needs? If it meets 
his practical problems it will live and burn; 
if not, it will fall to the earth and be for- 
gotten, as it should. 

Here is the average employee, who forms a 
large percentage of every congregation. He 
is tempted to slight his work; to get as much 
for as little as he can. He works with no 
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pride in his job, his eyes continually on the 
clock. He is face to face with the prospect of 
high prices, and a radical cut in wages. What 
has your sermon to say to him? Overlook his 
problem, and you lose a wonderful point of 
contact. Meet his problem, and your words 
will become living messengers. 

Here are the young people of the com- 
munity. Why are they slipping out the back 
door of the church, instead of becoming the 
trusted pillars of the church? Neglect them 
and you lose them at the adolescent age, when 
they need the church most. Have you formed 
the point of contact with them? What have 
you to say about their problems: their charac- 
ters, their sweethearts, their courtships under 
proper conditions, their choosing the proper 
mate for life? These are vital points of con- 
tact in their young lives. I used these very 
points of contacts in a series of sermons. As 
a result, the evening attendance was multi- 
plied by seven, and they are still coming. 

Here is the community, where the church 
should be a potent factor. Have you found 
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the points of contact with the living there 
that will make the influence of the church the 
vital force it should be? Apply the principle: 
of Christ to those community problems, anc 
you tie the community up to the church 
Talk in theological terms over the heads ot 
the people, and you lose them. 

Christ always found the point of contact ir 
the experiences of his hearers. He was the 
great out-of-door’s preacher. When talking tc 
the keepers of the vineyard, he took his tex 
from the vines, the grapes, and the branche: 
—objects in their daily lives. When He woulc 
move the fishers to follow him, he preachec 
on fishing for men. When preaching to the 
peasants, He took his text from the man sow 
ing grain. 

“Without a parable spake He not unt 
them.” Those sermons still walk up and dow: 
the earth. They are just as vital today, a 
the day, and the hour Christ delivered them 
They made their points of contact in the 
daily experiences of the multitude. 
—Housatonic, Mass. 


PASTORATE 


S. C. WILLIAMSON 


tion.” We all know about the “Rolling 
stone that gathers no moss” and some 
of us have heard of “A settin’ hen that never 
gets fat.” Last week I heard a Pastor At Large 
reporting on his work in nine counties of 
Northwest Missouri. He said, “I wish our 
pastors would stay with one church long 
enough to accomplish something.” A great man 
_ said this: “A man lives on after he is dead, in 
inverse proportion to the number of things he 
is tied up to while he is living.” 


| 1O stay or not to stay, that’s the ques- 


A man, many years ago, told me of a ter- 
rible moment in his life. He said, “I tried to 
cross a swollen stream with my three small 
children in a buggy. The buggy was over- 
turned. As we rolled out into the water I 
thought, I am a poor swimmer—I can save 
only one; which one shall it be?” Said he, 
“That was a terrible moment.” Can it be 
possible that our pastors do not realize that 
they are passing through a terrible moment 
when the question is, “To stay or not to stay,” 
that moment when the pastor is upstairs pray- 
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ing about the matter and his wife is down 
stairs packing up. 

If he decides to stay and stays, then what 
That pastor who stays a long time on a fiel 
will outlive many difficulties and disadvan 
tages which are common to man in the fir: 
five to eight years on most any field. He wi 
outlive the sister who loves the former paste 
so much. The good sister in the church wh 
sent the pastor’s wife home from Ladies’ Ai 
crying her eyes out. 

If he does not outlive her, at least and ¢ 
last, her memory will fail. He will outliv 
that awe-inspiring statement, “We never don 
it that way here.” After some years his ow 
seniority will create confidence and respec 
He comes to know so many people and h 
knows them so well that the community ¢ 
well as his church is leveled up and levele 
down until he can meet them all on lev 
ground. 


He Learns That Certain Spirits Will Die. 


The “We are telling you” spirit of the Ac 
visory Board will die. The “Quit and go som 
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here else unless” spirit will die too. Those 
ople will at length get into line or get out 
id either way the pastor and church are 
inners. 

The lottery, raffle, the take-a-chance-or- 
hat-have-you, will finally and fatally fold up. 
es I can answer that. Here is what hap- 
ened. The ladies having been faced year 
ter year by an intelligent pastor and finance 
mittee had to sign a pledge to the church 
adget. Then they said, “If we have to pledge 
id give there is no use to do all this hard 
ork too.” And there wasn’t. The pastor 
grees with them, and the Lord does too for 
is house then becomes “A House of praise.” 
ime would fail us to tell of the big bald 
eaded problem. That man, stranger too, so 
repossessing who in those first trying days 
arched in just as the minister arose to 
reach. He was just in time to get the atten- 
on of the choir and bring a stir over the 
hole congregation. All of which caused the 
astor to forget the best thing he had in the 
armon. That fellow was a moral wash-out. 
[le deserves plenty of pity but not one ounce 
f awe. The abiding pastor has seen strangers 
ome and go; they do not disturb him now. 
For the sake of completeness we must not 
ave out this group. We refer to that rather 
rge group of people who come to church, 
old office and do whatever they do, for the 
9ecial benefit of the new pastor and his fam- 
y. They are none too faithful in their attend- 
nce ordinarily but pretty punctual for a while 
fter the new pastor arrives. We surmise they 
re a little afraid not to be there. This class 
f members hold the new pastor at a distinct 
isadvantage but there is no such class for the 
ld pastor. 


The Abiding Pastor Will Outlive Himself. 


The fear and timidity of the early years 
asses into quiet confidence. He used to 
uess and worry. Now he knows and knows 
vat he knows. He knows the people and the 
onditions. He can tell you what their reac- 
on will be to any problem. Are they going 
» take a special offering; he can tell you 
ithin a few dollars of what will be given. 
how this pastor the clouds in the church sky 
nd he can tell you how long and how hard 
will rain. He has no fear of clouds. The 
ears have removed those fears which dimmed 
is faith. He is happy now. 

The changes in the community do not dis- 
irb him. The coming of new pastors to other 
hurches no longer excites anxiety. He calmly 
rys, “The more interest this man can stir up 
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in this community the greater will be the sum 
total of religious influence here. It will be 
better for all our churches.” 


And now abideth a happy pastor and a 
contented church. That disturbing, distract- 
ing, disgusting word resign has not been men- 
tioned for many years. We now have a 
church with a character very much like the 
pastor, for a pastor does give character to the 
congregation through a long period of time. 
They have gone along together through re- 
verses and sorrows, through successes and 
joys. They can now see “eye to eye.” A Mu- 
tual love has grown up which survives the 
strain of church troubles in the same way that 
the family ties live through the domestic 
storms. Those children who once sat by their 
parents in church and wondered why the 
pastor wept have long since sat in that row 
of chairs by the open grave. They understand 
it now. 

We now have a church which can make up 
its calendar, adopt a budget, elect the officers 
and carry on from year to year with a mutual 
understanding and a minimum of friction. The 
time that was wasted in uncertain indecision 
is now being used for enlargement and enlist- 
ment. The unhappy and unfruitful hours 
spent both by pastor and people in discussing 
the question of “A Resignation” are now be- 
ing used to honor and not to dishonor the 
Lord. The pastor has many more happy hours 
for fruitful study and blessed periods of 
planning. 

It is a joy unspeakable to pastor and people 
when a man comes forward confessing his 
faith in the Saviour during a regular service 
but the joy is multiplied to the Nth degree 
if he is one they have prayed for through 20 
years or more. 


In my 25th year as pastor here, a brother 
minister said to me; “You will be hard to 
follow!” I thought, “Who said anything about 
follow.” So if you say to me, “To stay or not 
to stay,” I say; “Stay!” — Anyway — “As much 
as in you lieth.”—Copeland Baptist Church, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
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The Climber 


Give me a body, healthy and strong, 

Give me a highway, give me a song, 

Give me a friend to walk by my side, 

Give me a star to be my guide, 

Give me the courage that braves the night, 

Give me the lure of the upward flight, 

Give me the bells of a cloud-topt shrine, 

I shall attain! The heights shall be mine. 
—Alfred Grant Walton. 
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A PARISH PAPER 


DARWIN X. GASS 


point of a rural pastor having several 
congregations, for such is my position. 
But there are probably few of my experiences 
with a parish paper which could not just as 
easily have been had in an urban community. 

When the subject of a parish paper is raised, 
many are evidently overcome with the fear 
that a paper could not be successfully financed 
in their particular congregations. To my way 
of thinking, this consideration is of minor im- 
portance. The fruit which a parish paper 
bears is of first importance. If it can be 
demonstrated that a parish paper is definitely 
beneficial, finances will take care of them- 
selves. Frankly, the first issue of our paper 
was financed by myself. Now we carry a 
balance in the parish paper fund. But before 
going further into this question, let us con- 
sider the fruits. 

Church attendance is among the minister’s 
ever present problems. On the Sunday fol- 
lowing the appearance of our first issue, there 
was an unusual increase in attendance at all 
churches which I serve. In one church there 
was an increase of 100% over average attend- 
ances up until that time. In all fairness, how- 
ever, it must be said that this unusual increase 
was not permanent. It is true, nevertheless, 
that a parish paper is an attendance builder. 

Its power as an attendance builder is most 
apparent at special services. By using articles 
and pictures pointed to focus attention on a 
particular event, records can be broken. The 
example most current in my mind is that of 
our last communion service. Our parish paper 
carried a display advertisement of this partic- 
ular celebration, in which was included a cut 
of “The Last Supper.” A statement from our 
catechism concerning the Holy Supper was 
inserted on another page. A comparative table 
of attendance at the communion services was 
printed. As space fillers, a verse of Scripture 
and a sentence from the liturgy, both con- 
cerning the communion, were included in the 
issue. Result — an increase of 25% in attend- 
ance over former years in one church. 

At another of the churches which I serve, 
several desirable improvements to the church 
building were effected chiefly through parish 
paper promotion. We first established a fund for 
the erection of an altar. Notice of this fact in our 
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paper led to a number of contributions, som 
from outside the congregation. All contribu 
tions received were acknowledged in _ th 
paper. As a result, the fund grew more rapic 
ly than had been anticipated, and within si 
months the desired equipment was installec 
It has been said that success attracts succes: 
Such was our experience. Quietly there we 
collected, without my knowledge, funds fc 
other improvements. The before and afte 
picture presents quite a contrast. 

Among the unrationalized excuses of thos 
who are none too enthusiastic about chure 
work are the familiar “I forgots” and the “ 
didn’t knows.” A parish paper makes thes 
excuses impossible. Coming events and activ: 
ties are clearly outlined in the parish pape 
No one dare say, “I didn’t know about it.” 


In addition to local interests and activities 
a parish paper is an excellent means of keer 
ing the congregation in touch with the wor 
of the church at large. Denominational, mi: 
sion, and cooperative Christian activities ca 
be presented through the columns of a paris 
paper. The facts are there in black and whit 
to be studied and meditated upon at th 
reader’s convenience. 

In addition, and important, a parish pape 
can be made inspirational, and be the mean 
for promoting devotion to the church and th 
Kingdom. Interpretative, as well as factua 
articles should find their way into the column 
of the paper. Secular movements do not hes: 
tate to appropriate the power of the printin 
press. Yet how often the church finds itse! 
with an uninformed lay membership. Th 
printed word has power! 

Exactly why a parish paper is effective | 
a question for the psychologists. Theorie 
would be of secondary importance to me, wh« 
from experience, knows that a paper is effec 
tive. It keeps up interest. It is welcomed b 
those who for different reasons cannot atten 
church services. It keeps families who are o 
vacation in remembrance of their church. An 
among the personal satisfactions to the mini: 
ter-editor is the fact that many keep all issue 
for future reference, and there are often ré 
quests for copies to give to friends. 

Our own parish paper is financed partly b 
accepting advertisements and partly by cor 
tributions. With a larger membership, th 
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aper could be financed solely with contri- 
ations. This latter method is to my mind the 
ost satisfactory. People ought to pay for 
at which is definitely beneficial to them, in 
) far as they are able. I make a practice of 
‘knowledging all contributions in the paper. 
lost people like to see their name in print 
ninisters being no exception). 

The question of gathering sufficient mate- 
al for each issue ceases to be a problem after 
little experience. A moderately active con- 
egation will furnish a number of news 
ems. There will be news from the various 
ixiliaries. Future events need publicizing. 
sasonal articles will occupy some space. His- 
rical facts relative to the congregation and 
e denomination are usually of interest. In- 


formation relative to the work of the church 
at large can be secured from denominational 
headquarters and various cooperative sources. 
Condensed sermons, or paragraphs from ser- 
mons, may be printed — especially those 
needed by irregular attendants at the church 
service. Usually permission may be secured 
to use copyrighted material appropriate for the 
parish paper. With the exercise of a little 
imagination, most ministers would find it 
necessary to select the best from the many 
possibilities which present themselves. 

It is my hope that from these lines many 
will gain the inspiration to strengthen their 
endeavors via the parish paper route. Many 
who read these words will be able to report 
even greater successes. 
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GEORGE W. WISEMAN 


Death as a Friend 


Death comes on the wings of the morning, 
And gathers before the noon, 

From out of the gardens before it, 

The fairest and sweetest bloom. 

It may be that garden is ours, 

That bloom is the child of our love, 
But fear not, It will be transplanted, 

In God’s greater garden above. 

Death comes in the heat of the noontime, 
When life is reaching its height; 

And forcing the shadows before it, 
Illumines its presence with light. 

For death does not come with its cowl, 
Or scythe or its skeleton hand; 

It is life at its richest and fullest, 

The crowning arch in God’s plan. 

Death comes when the shades of the evening 
Encircle the aging brow, 

And kissing the cheeks worn and weary, 
It quietly whispers, ‘“Now!” 

And dropping the cares of a lifetime, 
And laying the earthly aside, 

Our loved ones are clothed for that City, 
Where they will forever abide. 

It may be the morn or the evening, 

Or noon when death will descend, 

But behind the shadow that chills us, 

Is hidden the face of a friend. 

For death is one of God’s angels, 
Commissioned to gather when sent, 

The beautiful souls of life’s garden, 
Whose days upon earth have been spent. 
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His Cross—My Cross 


His cross was heavy, awkward, large, 
So very plain; 
Designed to cause the utmost sense 
Of human pain. 
My cross is made of yellow gold, 
A pretty thing; 
I wear it, yet it has no weight, 
Or painful sting 
His cross bloomed from the blood-sweat of 
Gethsemane, 
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And bore salvation through the heat 
Of Calvary. 

My cross has never felt the drip 
Of blood and sweat, 

And not through choice or force has it 
And Calvary met. 

His cross stil] sheds upon the world 
A deathless glow; 

My cross just dangles from a chain, 
Exposed for show. 
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Tomorrow 


One day the Lord gave me a job to do, 

But I had other selfish plans in view, 

And so I said, ‘‘Lord, I will work for you, 
Tomorrow.” 

The next day dawned. The Lord’s job faced me still; 

Once more I met Him with my stubborn will 

And answered, “Lord, you'll have to wait until, 
Tomorrow.” 

And still another day passed swiftly by, 

I knew the job was there for me to try, 

But once again I gave the same reply, 
“Tomorrow.” 

Tomorrow came; the job was never done, 

For I had whispered ’ere the day begun, 

“1]] do it, Lord, before the setting sun 
Tomorrow.” 

Then suddenly it seemed the Lord had gone; 

He wanted one He could depend upon 

To do His work today; not shove it on 
Tomorrow. 

Too late I learned how selfish, mean and rude 

I was to Him; yet haughty and unmoved 

I offered only as my gratitude, 
“Tomorrow.” 

I know that when I face that crucial day 

When I the Lord will need without delay, 

He will not glance at me and vaguely say, 
“Tomorrow.” 

So now when’ere the Lord reads off my name 

For work He’d have me do, Ill not complain, 

Or let my stubborn will and tongue exclaim, 
“Tomorrow.” 
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The J ditors Columns 


“Perdido” 
AR to the west, some seventy miles or 
HF more, we could barely distinguish a 
faint, purple range of mountains set 
against a hazy sky, the Chisos of the Big Bend 
wilderness of Texas. 


Twenty-five miles over, splashed erratically 
by spots of sunlight that broke through over- 
head, the ragged canyon cut by the Rio 
Grande. With high-powered glasses we could 
fairly trace the yellowish, uncertain wagon 
trail that led from the minature goat-camp, 
spread out over semi-barren hills thousands 
of feet below, clear to the little general store, 
patronized by natives as a trading-post and 
which comprises, for the better part, the 
place called Boquillas, on the international 
boundary. 

Toward the south range after range, golden 
sun-touched mesas, reddish walled cliffs blend- 
ing off into purple, indistinct distance. Behind 
us a solid wall of tops of persistent pines. 
Below us, a rugged, volcano-contorted canyon 
just nine timed seconds under the point from 
which we pushed a large rock. 


We had left camp early that morning, hope- 
ful of being able to pick up the distance- 
mellowed voicings of the hounds on the trail 
of lion. High wind whistling through the 
pines defeated our plan. We couldn’t hear 
the dogs. That is, we couldn’t hear them until 
we had climbed the peak and sat for several 
hours drinking in the boundless glories of the 
scene which spread out below us and ran off 
to lose itself in a deep purpled skyline. 

Descending a steep and _ torturesome trail 
is harder on the horses than climbing. Several 
times we dismounted, eased the faithful ani- 
mals through seemingly impassable sections of 
the winding trail, taking pictures as we went. 
It was there my ear first detected, or thought 
it did, the baying of a hound in the distance. 
We stopped and listened. It must have been 
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the wind whipping around the crags overhea 
or two pines rubbing together in the wind. 


Lower down the sound came again. It w 
either a hound or a lone wolf for it was n 
the bay of a trailing hound nor the shai 
staccato bark when the game has been tre¢ 
or brought to bay. It was a long drawn o' 
wail as of a canine soul in distress. 


We pushed our way through a dense grow 
of young pine relying upon freshly cut blaz 
to keep us on an otherwise unmarked tra 
and dropped down again into a steep-side 
draw filled with a maze of barkless skeleto 
of what were once forest monarchs. Again tl 
wail. 

Pancho, in the lead, turned in his sade 
and said one word. It sounded as though 
might be spelled “perdidos,” “lost.” Evident 
one of the hounds, following up a trail, h: 
become separated from the pack and bei 
a stranger in a strange land had been unat 
to find its way back to its fellows. At a 
rate its mournful wail, getting clearer as \ 
picked our way along slowly, sounded plen 
lost. 

Right there where the unmarked trail 
the heights breaks away from a better mark 
trail of more frequent usage, we found hi 
a big, gangling, lop-eared youngster of prov 
stout heart but tender in years and experien 
He lay in the middle of the trail, solemn 
eye and with a long, hound snout point 
heavenward, he gave vent to the most w 
filled expression of tribulation it has been 1 
privilege to hear. Even as we looked do 
on him from our saddles and tried to dir 
his attention to the blue sky and the warm 
southern sun overhead, he continued to’ 
and wail. Coaxing prevailed nothing, he kn 
not our voices. As we continued on down - 
trail his nose still pointed skyward, his mo 


still formed a perfectly round opening fr 


which there continued to pour out the mis 
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of his canine soul. He would be saved by a 
voice he knew and by none other, 


As we threaded our horses through the 
steep, narrow, rock-ribbed crevice which low- 
ered us to the base of the rugged escarpment, 
we finally found ourselves once again on 
comparatively level footing in the lovely pined 
park at the upper end of Madera canyon. 
There drifted down to us the woe-begone wail 
of the lost from far up in the rugged wilder- 
ness and Tom, rising from the cold, sweet 
waters of a crystal clear spring remarked, “at 
least the hound knows by whose voice he 
wants to be saved,” and climbing back into 
the saddles we were again on our way rather 
lost ourselves, in a reverie concerned with the 
frequently striking wisdom of the wilderness 
and wild life which so often surpasses our 
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Waysharers 


He had been silently studying the sameness 
of the picture outside the window, as it flashed 
oy with monotonous telephone-pole punc- 
uation. Softly undulating sweeps clear to the 
listant horizon covered with nothing larger 
han scrub oak, mesquite, greasewood and 
sage. An occasional arroyo or dry wash bot- 
omed by smooth, round, white stones and 
rere and there a wee patch of yellow blos- 
omed desert bloom. His keen fascination in 
he unvarying scene interested one who had 
yeen that way before, more than the drab 
cene itself. 


His cigar had been a long time cold. Final- 
y he turned to whoever might have entered 
he car during his reverie. There was a hesi- 
ant, almost ungranted suggestion of a smile 
f greeting forming around his quiet, gentle 
yes and snowy mustached mouth and then 
1e spoke mildly as his eyes once again turned 
0 the window. 


“Tell me, my friend, do those plants out 
here bear any fruit of any kind?” 


With sections of the country with which he 
vas more familiar, building human habita- 
ions, one upon the top of another that they 
ll might have where to lay their heads, it 
eemed incomprehensible to him that there 
ould be such vast open reach boasting not 
single human soul within its bounds, a place 
yhere even the stunted plants, struggling for 
1ere existence, lived wholly to themselves, 
roduced no beneficial fruitage. 
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He relit his cigar and continued long to 
gaze off into outside space. 

From one subject to another our conversa- 
tion found its normal way. He was retired. 
In fact he was retired not because of wealth 
but because of the age his snowy locks pro- 
fessed. Of wealth he had had little and had 
none. He was a minister. Back in 1890 he 
had graduated from a seminary, known affec- 
tionately by the name of its founder and head, 
Weidner’s School, the same seminary to which 
a much more recent date added my name to 
its roll of graduates. He spoke with intimate 
affection the names of Charlie Warstler, 
George Trabert, Horace Gebhart, Frick, Ger- 
berding, Haupt and others, names which gent- 
ly gathered me up out of that club car and 
rushed me back through the lengthening 
shadow of the years. “I guess they must be 
mostly gone on by now.” Names flashing by 
like the miles outside. 

Illinois parishes he had served in the early 
days. As high executive he had served several 
major denominational bodies for years. In edu- 
cational work he had climbed to the presi- 
dential chair of a well known college. To the 
educational work of his church, its charitable 
and welfare fields and to its ministry he and 
his wife had given seven sons and daughters. 


With the merger of the various branches of 
his denominational group, a linguistic one, he 
sacrificed two endowment policies in order to 
continue one. Later years have denied him 
that. Life, he opined, seemed destined to be 
for him much as that land out there, rushing, 
blurred-like, by his window, unproductive, 
barely able to support itself, possibly as time 
passed, not even that. 

Lives and denominations like land may be 
productive, or, lacking the water of life, ster- 
ile. They may or may not bear fruit. The 
desert is the desert because it does not. There 
is no greater, more urgent need in the church 
today than adequate provision for its aging 
servants, who through the years have emptied 
themselves, unreservedly, into the church. 
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A Plea to God 


Give unto me Thy light, O God, 
For I am blind to Thee; 
My way is dark, my path is rough, 
Send Thy Spirit to me; 
Take all my hate and sin away 
And give me sight to see. 
—Walter G. Peck. 
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Commonplace Blessings 

An Arabian proverb says, “I complained 
because I had no shoes — until I met a man 
who had no feet.” 


Thus in a few words is expressed our care- 
less acceptance of commonplace blessings, our 
tendency to allow our minds to dwell upon 
our lack of things, rather than the abundance 
with which we are surrounded. 


Human nature accepts readily the good 
things of life without thought or realization 
of the comfort afforded, — and the long years 
of struggle, labor and sacrifice that have gone 
into providing them. We seldom have time 
nor energy to voice a word of thanks or a 
prayer of gratitude,—but we beat the air 
and scream our protest when we “feel we 
have occasion to complain.” 

The blind man can teach us the value of 
the blessings of eyesight; the lame can teach 
us about normal feet; the man _ without 
books knows their value. It is the man in a 
war-torn land who understands the blessings 
of peace. How often the man with a job fails 
to realize the blessing of being able to provide 
for his loved ones. 

Those of us who have developed the habit 
of shouting our complaints and our woes 
might well use half the time and energy in 
reviewing the basis for our demands, and the 
remaining half in expressing our conclusions 
in the light of received blessings. Those com- 
plaining about conditions in the United States, 
without sensing the incomparable blessings 
we enjoy by virtue of simply being here, 
should look searchingly for a land anywhere 
that would provide even a limited number of 
the blessings and privileges we accept as our 
due. 

“I once had a brother who wrote poetry, 
but I never read any of it,” remarked an 
elderly spinster at an English tea party. The 
brother “who wrote poetry” was the immortal 
Percy Bysshe Shelley. A radiant beam shin- 
ing across the path of the spinster sister, too 
blind to comprehend and read. 
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Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 


Books recommended by Harry Jason Smith, 
Librarian and Instructor in Church History, 
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Drew University, Madison, N. J., for the min- 
ister preparing for Pentecost are here listed: 

“Studies in the Life of the Early Church,” 
Foakes-Jackson, $2.50, chapters 1-5 and 27: 

“The Christian Faith,” O. A. Curtis, $4.00. 
Chapters 30-34. 

“Paths That Lead to God,” W. F. Tillett, 
$2.50, Chapter 16. 

“The Holy Spirit in St. Paul,” R. B. Hoyle, 
$2.50. 

“The Holy Spirit in the Gospels,” J. R. 
Smith, $2.50. 

“The Holy Spirit in the New Testament,” 
H. B. Swete, $4.80 (Generally recognized as 
one of the greatest books on the subject in 
modern times). 

“The Creator Spirit,’ C. E. Raven, $2.50. 
Chapter 8. 

“The Holy Spirit in Thought and Experi- 
ence,” T. Rees, $1.75. 

“The Holy Spirit and The Individual,” A. 
W. Robinson, $1.00. 

“The Light Within,” C. L. Slattery, $2.00. 

“The Spirit,” B. H. Streeter, $2.50. 

“The Holy Spirit,” R. A. Torrey, $1.50. 

“Some Exponents of Mystical Religion,” 
Rufus M. Jones. 


A One-Manual Organ 


A new development, an all-electric single 
manual organ, was recently demonstrated in 
the plant of the Wicks Organ Company. A 
number of completely new features have been 
incorporated in this organ, among which is a 
remarkable device, based on an entirely new 
principle, for controlling the tremolo action. 
The organ is complete in one unit, with motor, 
blower, bellows, attached console, etc., — the 
smallest all-electric pipe organ in the world, 
with piano-style case. 

The action in this organ is the same as is 
used in all the larger Wicks Organs. No 
pedal pipes are included, (a point which 
afforded the writer of this article some mis- 
givings), but a pedal coupler is supplied which 
furnishes the correct base accompaniment. 
Tone is controlled by means of a_ perfectly 
balanced manual swell pedal. 
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The operating expense of this organ is re- 
sorted a few pennies a month; the installation 
equires simply plugging into a light socket. 
‘inishes include deep, warm mahogany, and 
ighter walnut; the case may be secured with 
mx without the front ornamental pipes. 
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Vacation Bible School Charts 


Charts or Posters for Vacation Bible School 
ise (No. 995), may be had for 25c each or 
52.50 a dozen. Note books with a Bible Pic- 
ure front are available at 35c a dozen or 
32.50 a hundred. Children will prize the note 
00ks, and we shall be glad to relay orders to 
he publisher of these items. 
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Wanted—A Revival of Religion 


We attended a popular church service re- 
‘ently and observed an announcement on the 
alendar under the caption “New Members” 
isted as follows: “On Confession and Re- 
ffirmation of Faith, three. By Letter and 
[ransfer, twenty.” That is to say of the twen- 
y-three “new” members added for the quar- 
er, twenty of them represented that number 
wf losses from other churches, in the same or 
ther communities. The great unchurched 
vorld was not represented, unless the three 
idditions in the first designation were from 


amilies outside the church. 


This shift of membership counted as “new 
nembers” when transferred from one church 
o another, does not represent a net gain, and 
loubtless means that in any church census 
here are duplications added “by confession 
nd reaffirmation,” or by “letter and transfer” 
gain and again. 


If the churches were as exact in keeping a 
oss and gain account of members as com- 
nercial institutions are in keeping a record 
f their accounts, “1000 members on the roll” 
vould no longer be represented by 250 mem- 
yers in the pews, and a smaller proportion 
mong the “live” contributors. It might be 
vise to subtract those whose “addresses are 
mknown.” A little ecclesiastical house clean- 
ng would make for more effective service, a 
eduction in cost of stationery and postage and 
ess duplication of accounts. What is needed 
re fewer losses, transfers, additions by letter, 
tc., and more CONVERSIONS. 


Daily Additions 


“In the early church we read, “And the Lord 
dded to. the church DAILY such as should 
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be saved.” These were not by letter or trans- 
fer then, but were conversions of ‘unbelievers 
who “were pricked in their heart” by the 
preaching of Peter, who said, “Repent ye there- 
fore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out.” That kind of preaching should 
not be the exception in the Christian churches 
of today. The Church should be recognized 
as an anti-sin society. When it ceases to be 
that it loses its power. 


A letter came in the day’s mail from a well 
known citizen of a central western city, for 
26 years a member of a large church, out- 
standing in the denomination, once a bum- 
ing and shining light, thronged with worxship- 
pers at both services. Not so today. 

The writer complains that the spirit of 
evangelism has died out under the present 
pastorate, and that the church has gone “for- 
mal,” the pastor and his assistant wearing 
robes in a democratic denomination and the 
preaching without power. The city is sin 
ridden and saloon cursed, the Catholic church 
is saturated with Bingo, advertised in the 
press as a Sunday amusement, the air is pol- 
luted with liquor broadcasts, and the pulpit 
is silent. 


There is a craze for “toleration” and a 
“anion” of conflicting religions at public meet- 
ings where “hush” is the password and the 
voice of Christ is silenced. This is not an 
isolated condition. It can be duplicated in 
many American cities, east and west, from 
Atlantic City to Los Angeles. 

Recently in a down town Washington 
church, at a regular morning service, the 
guest preacher was the Hebrew Comedian, 
Eddie Cantor, who was appearing “in person” 
at Loew’s Theatre, in a crude dancing skit as 
Shirley Temple, in short skirts and bare legs. 
Describing himself as a grandfather, the actor 
told the crowded theatre of his having been 
invited to preach at a prominent church Sun- 
day morning, adding boastfully, “I was told 
it was the first time it had been filled in years. 
God could not fill it, but Eddie Cantor filled 
it to the last pew.” 

What saith the Scripture? “For the time is 
come that judgment must begin at the house 
of God.” — Editor of Progress, Washington, 
DIC: 

y 


The Essence of the Bible 

A booklet of 32 pages, devoted to essential 
passages of wisdom from the Bible in accord- 
ance with the title above, may be had from 
the Hunter Company, 608 South Dearborn 
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Street, Chicago, Illinois, for 15c. It is paper 
bound, and may be of help in special group 
work. 
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Chairs from Expositor Advertiser 

Rev. B. F. Sperow, West Virginia, recently 
purchased six dozen chairs from a firm adver- 
tising in The Expositor. After the chairs had 
been received and placed, he acknowledged 
the receipt of the shipment to the advertiser, 
sending a copy of his acknowledgement to 
The Expositor. 


This is not only a gracious act, but one that 
may serve the pastor, the advertiser, and the 
publisher in days to come. 


vy 
The Annual Budget 


The Annual Budget is the primary concern 
of the Church Council, as representative of 
the membership of the individual Church. 
The monthly and weekly needs for keeping 
the expenses paid are included in the Annual 
Budget, and are known to the Council as 
well as the membership at the time the budget 
is adopted. The weekly bulletin should call 
attention to any failure to meet the weekly 
needs, not at the end of the budget year, but 
from the very beginning and continued each 
week, showing any mounting of deficits. 

Members of the Church who have pledged 
a definite sum as their part of the Church 
needs expect to be reminded when they fall 
short in their giving. There are no apologies 
needed for printing truthful information about 
the Church budget in the weekly bulletin. 
This is the concern of those who hold the 
membership, and it is better to keep them 
informed than to deluge them with a huge 
deficit at the end of the year, and expect to 
raise it in a few weeks or even days. 

The writer attended a service recently in 
a beautiful Gothic Church building, the at- 
tendance being encouraging for a small com- 
munity boasting nine churches. As a part of 
the worship service, the pastor stepped down 
from the chancel into the pew, and the Church 
treasurer came forward, motioned to the 
ushers to come forward, and for more than a 
half hour an attempt was made to “auction” 
off pledge cards calling for sums from $50.00 
down to $1.00, to be met in a given number 
of weeks. The total sum of the deficit was 
something more than $800.00. 


There is no need to dwell on the unworship- 
ful note this “auction” introduced into the 
service, as any pastor can easily visualize the 
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tediousness of such an undertaking. The sur~ 
prise and discomfort caused to conscientious 
givers cannot be estimated, and the harnm 
done to possible new members is deplorable. 

Why not keep the actual budget figures, 
both paid and to pay, before the congregatiom 
from week to week. Space devoted to such 
information, when up-to-date, is well used. 
and is in accord with good sense. 


7 

Life’s Mysterious Cross-Roads 

This topic was selected by the Rev. G. A. 
Leichliter, College Street Baptist Church, 
Toronto, for a series of Sunday Evening con- 
ferences. The bulletin announcing the series 
was illustrated with a line drawing, a cross- 
roads sign board, bearing the words, Destiny 
and Defeat. 


On the inside front page is the following 
note:— 

As we face some of the emergencies of life 
we are apt to wonder why they should com 
to us. Of course, we cannot stand at a dis 
tance and indicate the steps by which w 
have reached them or they us, but with littl 
difficulty we might be able to identify certai 
trends that we knew went unchallenged ans 
that had little promise of any other result 
The basis of these discussions, in each in 
stance, is out of daily life. These traveller 
came to “life’s Mysterious Cross-Roads” not a 
well equipped as they might have been fc 
such experience. We trust that, without th 
betrayal of any confidence, these discussion 
may offer help to some.—G. A. Leichliter. 

On the opposite page we find this series: 
At Life’s Mysterious Cross-Roads 

First SUNDAY: 


The Young Man:—Life is before me! I’m fortuna 
enough to have a job. The future looks as good as 
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in this kind of a world. But religion seems to be 
> bunk’ and the Church outmoded. What shall I do?” 
SECOND SUNDAY: 

he Young Woman:—‘I used to have somewhat 
ner ideas about certain accepted moralities. But 
es are altered. Why should marriage tie one to 
ther whom one has ceased to respect?” 

THIRD SUNDAY: 

The Business Man:—‘The money question doesn’t 
her me. I have all I’ll ever need. I can’t seem to 
1 the happiness I so much want. What is your 
rice?” 

*OURTH SUNDAY: 

Phe Woman At Home:—“’m worried almost to 
th about my husband, home, family, almost every- 
ng. My husband is good, in his way, but he has 
en to drink. And now the boys are saying: ‘Well, 
her does it, why can’t wer’ I’m desperately afraid.” 


Sf 
cord Cards Sought 


[ have recently subscribed to your monthly 
blication:—“Preaching Today.” Would you 
willing to give me advice and help in the 
itter of church records? I want to make a 
w file of the whole constituency of our 
urch, consisting of about 500-600 families. 
We live in a suburb of the city and so 
ve the children of many families in our 
nday School of which the parents still be- 
1g down town and in the majority of cases 
not attend anywhere. 

I should like to make this file by families, 
rtly because of convenience in mailing 
urch letters and partly for simplification. 
Would you be willing to send me samples 
different printed filing blanks which would 
for such a purpose. Please state prices and 
ere obtainable. 

I should think it would need a card con- 
lerably bigger than 3 x 5, in order to give 
ym for all the information desired. Perhaps 
u can send me samples of different sizes. 

I shall greatly appreciate your taking this 
uble to help me in this matter.—Leslie J. 
kins, Second Congregational Church, Bev- 
y, Mass. 
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ple Stories Basis of New NBC Series 

One of the most unusual programs in radio 
tory will be launched on Monday, Mar. 18, 
en the National Broadcasting Company 
ssents a new weekday dramatic series which 
nslates the Bible into modern prose. 

With Dr. James H. Moffatt of Union Theo- 
‘ical Seminary, known as one of the leading 
slical authorities in the world, as program 
jsultant, the series, “Light of the World” 
l be heard under sponsorship of General 
lls, Inc., replacing the seven-year-old “Bet- 
and Bob” serial. The programs will be 
urd Mondays through Fridays at 2:00 p. m., 
T., over-NBC. 
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Program sequences will follow the Old 
Testament, the first episode being based on 
the story of Adam and Eve. The series is 
designed to bear the same relation to the 
Bible in broadcast form that such books as 
“The Bible As Living Literature” bear in 
literary format. With no arbitrary time limits 
on story sequences the separate dramatiza- 
tions will each be given as much time as 
producers consider necessary. Oliver Barber 
will direct the programs and casts will change 
with each sequence. 
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A Meditation—Disappointment 


Oh grim visaged and unwanted visitor, 
thou art the least desired of all the earth. 
Nowhere canst thou find a welcome or a 
friend. Thy very presence brings stabbing 
pain, smiting darkness, bitter disillusionments 
and buried hopes. At one touch of thy finger 
there fall to pieces the fairest castles of our 
dreams. 


And yet let us be fair to thee, thou art not 
altogether our antagonist. Thou dost often 
become our helper. Behind the mask of an 
enemy thou dost hide the face of a friend. 
Thou art our salvation from the bane of un- 
diluted sunshine. Thou actest as a storm that 
clears the air. Thou art like an operation that 
kills disease and makes the body stronger. 
Sometimes thou art like a glass lens that cor- 
rects a distorted vision and often thou resem- 
blest a chestnut burr thorny without but con- 
taining the sweetest fruit within. Amid thine 
Arctic ices rare flowers of grace do oft appear, 
flowers that could never grow in the tropics 
of perfectly satisfied desires. 

Oh thou master of the destinies of men and 
rightful lord of human hearts, help us_ to 
appraise disappointment aright so that when 
it comes it may not be accompanied with bit- 
terness on our part, but give us true faith to 
believe that beyond the things we see it car- 
ries with it a Father’s benediction. Through 
all these changing lives of ours walk gracious- 
ly beside us and cheer us with the thought of 
Thy finer and larger and loving purpose con- 
cerning us. Help us to sincerely believe that 
when we finally see things face to face we 
shall rejoice over gifts denied, shut doors that 
we wished to open and apparent benedictions 
withheld. Help us to value even now the 
truth of thy wise and gracious leadership. 

We ask it in the name of Him who taught 
us to pray “Thy will be done.” Amen. 
_—William N. Sholl, D.D., Durant, Oklahoma. 
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REMODELING 
FOR 
MORE EFFEGIGS 
WORSHIP 


Before Remodeling 


The accompanying views indicate at first a sanctuary sitting, crosswise, exposed org 
pipes, curved pews such as too often have obtained in American church building. Suct 
plan results in bad acoustics, causes the voice of the speaker to strike the wall directly 
front of the speaker much sooner than the original voice sounds reach the sides of t 
room. This causes a blur and over-lapping of sound waves. 

Then, too, the arrangement and proportion of the room is very unsatisfactory for eff 
tive worship services. 

The second cut indicates the same room with a new chancel placed in a part of the chur 
school space where formerly the unattractive folding doors were located. The lines of t 
room follow the construction lines of the roof. A better effect in every way is produced. 

This work was done at the Methodist Church of Eldora, Iowa. under the direction 
E. F. Jansson, Architect. 

E. M. Conover, The Interdenominational Bureau of Architectu 


After Remodeling 
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PRIVATE ENEMY —WORRY 


HUGH THOMSON KERR, D.D. 


“Be nor therefore anxious for the morrow: for 
the morrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil there- 
of.’—Matt. 6:34. 


r “HERE is no subject with which Jesus 
dealt more exhaustively and more severe- 
ly than this same subject of worry. To 

Him it was not merely a bad habit, a pardon- 

able weakness, something to be condoned, a 

fault to be overlooked; it was a sin against 

God. 


Perhaps there is no passage in the Bible 
better known, yet it is the most misunderstood 
passage in the Bible. As it now stands, it 
conveys the idea that we are not to be con- 
cerned about worldly matters, about tomor- 
row, and are to take no thoughts about such 
things as food and drink and clothing. We 
are to seek God and His righteousness. We 
are to be spiritually-minded. If that is what 
Jesus taught, we certainly cannot claim to be 
His followers. If this is indeed what Jesus 
said, then it contradicts almost all that is in 
the Bible which everywhere encourages thrift 
and foresight and careful consideration for the 
things of today and tomorrow, “For he that 
careth not for his own is worse than an 
unbeliever.” 


Our Lord did not say that we are not to 
be careful or to take thought or to be con- 
cerned about the things of life. He said the 
very opposite, and the difficulty comes be- 
cause the language used has lost its meaning. 
The word thought as used here is obsolete. 
We find it in an old sentence such as this, 
“The queen died of much thought,” or this 
from Bacon, “He died of thought and an- 
guish.” The idea is worry. It is the word 
Jesus used about Martha. “Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many 
things,” anxious, distracted, worried to death. 

Jesus called all such fretful worry a sin. 
He did not excuse it. You remember the pas- 
sages, “No man can serve two masters.” “You 
cannot serve God and mammon.” You cannot 
serve God and the world. You cannot serve 
God and money. That is impossible. You 
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cannot go east and west at the same tin 
You can’t trust God and worry. When y 
have done everything, tried everything, do 
your best, made all provision for the futt 
that you can, looked after food and drink a 
raiment, then don’t be a fool. Trust G 
Don’t fret. 
IL. 

Don’t worry about food. Thank God ; 
life. God gave us the great gift of life. | 
created us and breathed into us the bre: 
of life. Since God gave us life why shot 
we worry about the lesser things, the thir 
that concern the sustaining of life? If G 
gave us the greater gift, will He not give 
the lesser? He does not say that bread a 
water and clothing are not necessary. He 
not saying that they are trifles. He is sayi 
the very opposite. They are essentials. W< 
for them but don’t fret about them. If y 
keep fretting and worrying about them, th 
every day will be darkened and every hx 
will be a burden. How little we really ne 
What simple things these are of which Je 
speaks—bread and drink and clothing? \ 
worry because we do not have the luxu 
that we see in the shop windows. We wo 
because we do not have the rich raiment tl 
we see other people wear, for it is not ‘ 
poor who worry but the well-to-do. It 
America with its high standard of living, - 
Africa in its poverty, that frets itself ab 
what it does not have. Don’t worry ab 
food. Thank God for life. 


TU). 

Don't worry about yourself. Thank God 
the world. Watch what goes on in the we 
about you. Consider the lilies how they gr 
Watch the birds in your garden. Keep cl 
to mother nature and learn her ways, as Je 
did. Do not breathe the stuffy atmosphere 
your own little world but get out into Ge 
wide world and breathe God’s sunshine. H 
fellowship with the stars, with the wind, v 
the night. There is healing there. Stop bro 
ing about your own problems and above 
stop reading problem books. Throw the be 
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bout developing a pleasing personality out 
yf the window. Did you ever think how the 
sreat hymns of the Bible lift us out of our- 
elves? “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills 
rom whence cometh my help.” The world 
vith its charm, its majesty, its fidelity will 
sive us perspective and poise and we will 
earn that seedtime and harvest, summer and 
vinter, day and night, will not fail us. Con- 
ider the lilies how they grow. Watch the 
yirds. Your Heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are ye not much better than they? 


Ill. 


Don't worry about what you cannot do. 
Thank God for what you can do. You cannot 
idd to the measure of your life. With all 
your worry you cannot add a single cubit to 
four stature. You cannot add a single hour 
o your life by worry, but you can shorten 
your life by worry. You can make yourself 
ind your home unhappy by fretting and when 
you are through you have dishonored God 
ind left unpleasant memories about yourself. 
Worry is the interest we pay on borrowed 
rouble, trouble too that perhaps will never 
‘ome. That is why worry is a sin. It is the 
lenial of God. Don’t worry about what you 
sannct do. Thank God for what you can do. 
nm our Lord’s parable of the Last Judgment, 
entence is passed on men because they did 
1othing. The people He condemned to outer 
larkness were not criminals or thieves or mur- 
lerers. They were people who failed to do 
vhat they could do. Let us thank God for 
vhat we can do and be glad we can do it. 
say to yourself every day: 


| “The bread that bringeth strength I want 

| to give, 

The water pure that makes the thirsty live. 
I want to help the helpless day by day, 
I’m sure I shall not pass again this way.” 


IV. 


Don’t worry about what you do not have. 
hank God for what you have. Jesus says 
at heathen people worry about what they 
o not have. Christians thank God for what 
ey have. Count your blessings. You will be 
prised. The greatest givers have always 
een poor. Jesus had no place to lay His 
ead. The apostles stood before poverty and 
id, “Silver and gold have I none; but such 
s I have give I thee.” St. Paul in prison said, 
have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
erein to be content.” With what was he 
ntented? Was he contented with his prison? 
urely not. What then did he mean? He 
eant that circumstances had not mastered 
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him. He had mastered circumstances. He 
meant that he had everything he needed, love 
and faith and hope. He was master of his 
circumstance for Christ was captain of his 
soul. 
V 

Don't worry about tomorrow. Thank God 
for today. That is the closing note of our 
Lord’s sermon on worry. Tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Sufficient unto each day is the 
evil thereof. Take each day as it comes. Do 
not try to lift the veil. Make Cardinal New- 
man’s prayer your prayer: “I do not ask to 
see the distant scene. One step enough for 
me.” Life could not have been the same in 
Palestine with its simplicity as it is with us. 
Yet our Lord put His finger on worry as a 
sin against God. It may be that worry is 
peculiarly a modern sin and probably has its 
rankest growth in America. Although God has 
blessed us above all other nations yet we are 
a discontented people. We complain so easily 
and readily and we spend our time and our 
strength fretting and worrying and saying that 
we are living in difficult days and in a hard 
period. Jesus never promised His followers 
that they would live in an easy world. He 
said, “In the world ye shall have tribulation.” 
Can we follow Him when He says, “In me ye 
shall have peace.” Can we say with one of 
God’s servants who passed through dark days: 


“If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 

And hope in Him through all thy ways, 
He'll give thee strength, what'er betide thee, 
And bear thee through the evil days; ; 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 
Builds on the rock that naught can move.” 
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The High Hill 
By CLINTON SCOLLARD 


onl 


went up to a high hill 

To seek a spirit leaven; 

went up to a high hill 

To get me nearer heaven. 

went up to a high hill 

In blue serener air; 

went up to a high hill 

To see if God were there. 

But God was not on the high hill, 
On the high hill apart; 

God was not on the high hill, 
Not being in my heart. 

I went down to a deep vale, 
And there I made my prayer; 

I went down to a deep vale, 
And lo, my God was there! 

One need not go to a high hill 
Be he with faith unshod; 

One need not go to a high hill 

If he would find out God. 


— 


al 


_ 
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OPENED WINDOWS 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D.D. 


II Kings 5:12. 


ScENE One:—Our story is laid in Damascus, 
capital of Syria, proud city spreading itself 
indolently over a desert oasis, guarded from 
unwelcome visitors by sharp Lebanon ranges 
whose tops are covered with snows and whose 
sides were dotted with stately cedars. From 
these eminences two rivers flowed down into 
the valley with waters so clear and so pure 
that everybody knew they were formed from 
the melting snows, and their presence was a 
guarantee of the people’s health. Had Damas- 
cus a Chamber of Commerce, its literature 
would have featured the pureness of the 
water, and notified visitors that they might 
drink without fear of contamination from 
disease. 


Along the banks of one of these rivers 
where all the high officials lived was the stone 
home of Naaman, captain of the host of the 
king. Around Naaman were all the comforts 
of the age, and every labor saving device of 
the present time had for its substitute one or 
more slaves who did the master’s bidding 
with never a thought of flight or sit-down 
strike. Naaman wore all the decorations the 
sovereign could bestow, for on more than one 
occasion he had valiantly led the armies 
against fierce foes, and when the day of battle 
ended, victory rested on the armies of Syria. 
Naaman was not only honored but loved. He 
was a man on whom the king leaned, and on 
whose wisdom as well as valor he depended. 


But — despite the gorgeous flamevine which 
covered the front of the mansion, and despite 
the thick leather tapestries which overhung 
the interior walls, despite the valor of the 
hero and the wisdom of the statesman, all was 
not well in the house of Naaman. He was a 
leper. Disease which enters the undoored 
hovels of the poor and flings wide the carved 
portals of the mighty, had crept in to mark 
the flesh of Naaman with its dread stigma. 
Syrian physicians knew neither cure nor pan- 
acea for leprosy. 


Among the captured slaves in Namaan’s 
house was a Hebrew girl, caught in a foray 
made by Syrian troops in Israel. While attend- 
ing Naaman’s wife she said: “Would God my 
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! 
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for he would recover him of his leprosy.” 

Men with leprosy in Syria like men witl 
cancer in America go instantly to any place 
where even the least hope is given. The wife 
told Naaman; Naaman consulted with the 
king; an expedition was sent immediately tc 
the king of Israel to have the captain of the 
host cured of leprosy. 


Scene one ends as the caravan wends it. 
way southward towards Galilee with ten tal 
ents of silver, six thousand pieces of gold anc 
ten changes of raiment tied on the backs o, 
the camels, physician’s fee for the cure of « 
mighty man of valor. 


ScENE Two:—The palace of Israel’s king 
The caravan arrives, exciting much commen 
from the whole city. The letter is read to the 
king, “From the king of Syria to the king o! 
Israel, greetings. Now when this letter i: 
come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sen‘ 
Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayes: 
recover him of his leprosy.” 


It took no time for the king to collapse 
more frightened than if an entire army corp: 
was encamped before the city gates. In th: 
presence of his noblemen and advisors, h« 
rent his clothes, crying aloud, “Am I God, t 
kill and to make alive, that this man doth senc 
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy’ 
Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see hov 
he seeketh a quarrel against me?” Nobody 
had anything to say in reply. There was noth 
ing to be said. Silence reigned. 


But — then, the man of God entered the 
picture. When Elisha the prophet heard tha 
the king of Israel was so disturbed, he sen 
word to him asking, “Wherefore hast thoi 
rent thy clothes? let Naaman now come t 
me, and he shall know that there is a prophe 
in Israel.” Israel’s king was as unacquainte: 
with Elisha as was Herod with the baby bon 
in Bethlehem. 


The scene ends as the camels are hurrie 
to the house of Elisha. 


SCENE THREE:—The house of the prophe' 
The caravan rests before a simple hut. Ther 
is no need to send within, for the prophet i 
alert, and knows why the Syrians are coming 
There is no need — although Naaman though 
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herwise —for the prophet to go out. The 
yrians receive a message from Elisha’s ser- 
unt for Naaman to go and wash in Jordan 
ven times, and his flesh should come again, 
id he should be clean. 

This was more than a proud general of a 
ighty army could stand. He had come to 
ie king. The king shunted him to a slum 
ut. He came there with neither murmur nor 
ymmplaint, thinking the prophet would come 
it, bow before him, pronounce some mystic 
ords in the name of his God, stroke his hand 
ver the diseased flesh, and heal him in a 
ighty fashion. But instead he does not even 
yme out. He sees only a slave. Instead of 
range words, he is urged to bathe seven 
mes in a stream that was choked with mud, 
2d from which, if a man deigned to bathe 
| its filthy waters, he would need another 
ath immediately. 


He cries aloud to the members of his party, 
Are not Abana and Parphar, rivers of Damas- 
1s, better than all the waters of IsraelP May 
not wash in them, and be clean?” He went 
way in a rage. His anger continued until a 
rvant reminded him that if the prophet had 
rescribed some great thing to do, he would 
ave done it instantly, and why not try the 
mple remedy. Lest the journey be in vain, 
2 yielded to the importunity of his slave, 
athed seven times in the muddy waters of 
1e Jordan, and wonder of wonders, his flesh 
ecame again like the flesh of a little child, 
id he was clean. He returned to express his 
-atitude for healing, and in that proved him- 
If to be a gentleman superior to many men 
ho today take with no mark of gratitude the 
anifold benedictions of the same God. He 
ent back to Damascus with a strange rever- 
ice for the deity presiding over the fortunes 
‘Israel, and whom he had hitherto believed 
. be but the hill God of a small highland 
2ople. 

But the cry of Naaman as he stood before 
e rock hut of Elisha has echoed from hill to 
ley, over ocean and century, and its tones 
e loud among the disturbed voices of the 
orld today, “Are not Abana and Parphar, 
vers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
Israel? May I not wash in them, and be 
ean?” What we have at home is to be loved 
ore than all else in the world. 


It is good to love one’s own. Life without 
ntiment is stifled. The love for one’s own 
an integral part of the human make-up, and 
e cry of Naaman at the prophet’s door is 
together natural, and in some respects in 
cord with cries we hear elsewhere. 
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David loved his nation. “I was glad when 
they said unto me, ‘Let us go into the house 
of the Lord.’ Our feet shall stand within thy 
gates, O Jerusalem,” and the rest of the Psalm 
is in praise of the beauty and the grandeur of 
the old city on Moriah and Zion. 

Jesus himself halted his disciples on Olivet 
and cried, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee; how often would I have gath- 
ered thy children together as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye 
would not.” 


Paul writes in similar strain, “Brethren, my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved.” 


John Knox almost wore out the wooden floor 
in his little prayer room in Edinburough as he 
agonized for his own nation, “O God, give me 
Scotland, or I die.” 


We must be true nationalists before we can 
be true internationalists. We must be true to 
our own denomination before we can be true 
to world wide Christianity. We must be loyal 
to our own church — the individual congre- 
gation which carries our name on its roll — 
before we can have loyalty to the combined 
program of Christ and His church for the city 
where we live. One must love one’s own with 
a deep and abiding love, and in that respect 
the cry of Naaman, “Are not Abana and Phar- 
phar rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel?” 


But there is a narrow nationalism running 
rampant over the earth today, echoing the 
cry of Naaman so blatantly that Edward Shil- 
lito of London presumes to call it man’s other 
religion. We have it when we presume to 
make the borders of the kingdom of God end 
abruptly at our own frontiers unless we can 


play Lord and Lady Bountiful in some far | 


distant land to bestow favors upon inferior © 


and undeserving folks in the name of God, 
giving Him a little bit of credit, and taking 
a lot ourselves. It is to stand with Hitler 
abroad and want a religion with no elements 
in it save those in our home land, and be 
spiritually self-sufficient as well as econom- 
ically independent. It is to boast of our own, 
and refuse to see that we are all tied in one 
big bundle of life, and in a world presided 


over by a universal God.—No man liveth to | 


l 


himself and no man dieth to himself. 

Naaman lived in Damascus, oldest town of 
them all, the city which could well be called 
an epitome of world history. But what makes 
Damascus known over the earth now? Abana 
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and Parphar, waters sweet and clean? — No, 
the names are hardly known save to students 
of the Old Testament who stop in their read- 
ing to listen to this ancient cry of a Damascus 
citizen. 

Travellers to Damascus today visit the 
mosque which was once, before the advent of 


ithe Moslem, the church dedicated to the faith 
‘of the Man of Nazareth. Over its highest 


stone hangs a Crescent instead of a Cross, 
but peering over the entrance gate one finds 
an inscription placed there when the Bible 
was upon the pulpit instead of the Koran. 
It reads: 


. “Thy kingdom, O Christ, is a kingdom of all ages; 


And thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.” 


And on a hill near the city, Saul of Tarsus 


was transformed from a persecutor of th 
church to an evangelist for the whole worlc 
The inscription on the Great Mosque was no 
chiselled into these stones until centuries afte 
Paul’s head had dropped from his body out 
side the gates of the Imperial City, but H 
lived it, and so must we if our religion is t 
save the world and satisfy ourselves. 

To tie the grace of God to our own folks 
and leave the rest of the world outside Hi 
love, as we are doing in the bringing in o 
our efforts to carry the Gospel to others, t 
deny others the light shining into our heart 
from the opened windows of heaven is to cr 
with Naaman, “Are not Abana and Parphar 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the water 
of Israel?” 


THE WORD THAT OPENED HEAVEN 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


“Except ye.repent.). . .” Luke 13:8. 

HAT is the word that opens heaven? 

What is the word that no one can 

pronounce without the Holy Spirit? 
What is the word that brings a sinner back 
from the far country to his father’s house? 
What is the word that guardian angels like 
to hear on our lips? What is the word which 
when pronounced by man strikes an imme- 
diate chord of answering joy in heaven? What 
is the word that Job used after God answered 
him out of the whirlwind? 

What is the word with which Jesus began 
to preach? What is the word with which Peter 
addressed the multitudes on the day of Pente- 
cost? What is the word that David spoke 
when the prophet Nathan rebuked him for his 
hideous transgression? What is the word that 
Manasseh, the aged and wicked king of Judah, 
spoke in captivity? What is the word that 
Peter uttered when he went out into the night 
and wept bitterlyy What is the word that 
opened the gates of Paradise to the dying 
thief? What is the word which is timely and 
appropriate on the lips of the ripened saint, 
as well as on the lips of the most hardened 
sinner? What is the word which can not be 
spoken in hell, and which no one in heaven 
ever needs to use? That word is, Repent!— 
(“Except ye repent” Luke 13:8). 

Repentance is a word which rings through 
every part of the Bible, from beginning to 
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end. It was the burden of the preaching o 
the prophets, the apostles, and of Christ Him 
self. Repentance sums up the Gospel; fo 
after He had risen from the dead Christ tolc 
His disciples to go forth and preach repen 
tance and the remission of sins through Hi 
Name. Repentance is the word that open: 
heaven, for only a forgiven sinner can ente 
heaven, and only a sinner who repents cat 
be forgiven. 


I. An Old Man's Repentance 


We don’t talk much about old people today 
The whole emphasis of popular preaching an¢ 
popular literature is upon jyouth,, and ni 
doubt, to a very over balanced degree. Bu 
the fact is that there are a lot of old peopl 
in the world, and they ought not to be passex 
over or forgotten. Their souls are of the sam 
value in the sight of God as the soul of ; 
youth in his teens. There is another striking 
and very solemn fact, too, about old men, anc 
that is that if they have not repented before 
they grew old they hardly ever repent. There 
fore, the story of repentance which I shal 
now tell you is all the more remarkable. 

Manasseh is the prodigal son of the Ok 
Testament. He had for a father one of th 
godliest men in the Bible, Hezekiah, and mn 
doubt a godly mother. His reign was a lon; 
nightmare of wickedness, idolatry, and cruelty 
In the noontime of his wicked prosperit 
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Manasseh was captured by the cruel Assyr- 
ians, who mutilated him, put him in an iron 
cage, and carried him a prisoner to Babylon. 
There Manasseh, softened by his sufferings, 
repented of his sins and called upon God. 
When he had been restored to the throne of 
Jerusalem he devoted the strength and energy 
left to him in the remaining years of his reign 
to undo the great evil that he had done to 
Israel. With sorrow and contrition he threw 
away the strange gods, repaired the altar of 
God, and did what he could to persuade the 
nation, which he had before seduced, to turn 
— again and follow the true God. 
\.. Manasseh sinned against a godly training, 
/ and as the son a godly father, became a mon- 
ster of unbelief. Now and then you see that; 
' and if you have listened to the bitterness of 
..such an unbeliever, you realize all the more 
ow wonderful was the repentance of Manas- 
seh. Suffering and hardship and pain some- 
times only intensify man’s rebellion to God. 
But if accepted in humility, it¢an turn man 
back to God. That was what happened in 
the case of Manasseh. Scoff at a deathbed 
repentance, if you will, and certainly this was 
almost a deathbed repentance, for Manasseh 
brought to God only the dregs of his life. Yet 
for that reason Manasseh’s repentance is all 
the more memorable. After a half century in 
sin, Manasseh returns to God. Thank God, no 
one is ever too far gone, too hardened in his 
transgression to repent. To the youth who 
has turned from God and to the old man also 
are spoken those words of hope and mercy, 
“Tet the wicked forsake his way, the unright- 
eous man his thought; and let him return unto 
the Lord for he will have mercy, and unto 
our God for He will abundantly pardon.” 


II. David's Repentance 


Whoever is left out in the list of great 
penitents in the Bible, one must not omit 
David, the greatest sinner and the greatest 
saint of the Old Testament. Enemies of God 
have always scoffed at David and the high 
title with which his name is associated in the 
Bible, David, “the man after God’s heart.” 
They have fixed upon David's terrible fall and 
his heinous transgression, and have held him up 
as an example of the illustrious worthies of the 
Old Testament and have said that if such men 
were around today they would be in the peni- 
tentiary or hung from the gallows. 

But a Christian man who knows his own 
heart, and who knows that the heart is des- 
perately wicked and deceitful above all else, 
will never be troubled by the fall of David. 
On the contrary, he will rejoice that the Bible 
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records this dark chapter in David’s life. If 
David had not fallen so low, his repentance 
would not have been so wonderful, and so 
blessed of God, for all the generations of men. 
In his penitential prayer, David prayed, “Re- 
store unto me the joy of thy salvation, and 
then shall I teach transgressors thy ways.” 

I think that Nathan is almost the most 
courageous preacher and the most tender 
preacher of whom we have any record. That 
is what every preacher ought to be—cour- 
ageous in declaring the will of God, yet tender 
in seeking to reclaim the sinner. The human 
heart is the same from age to age, and there 
is nothing new or old in David’s sin. 


God waited for David to repent. The extra- 
ordinary thing is that David, so schooled in 
the thought of God, and naturally a man of 
such deep religious feeling, could have gone 
through these terrible transgressions and _his 
conscience not have constantly pierced him 
and rebuked him. But apparently it did not; 
and that fact reveals to us the strange blind- 
ness that sin casts over the sinner. He can 
see the presence and the heinousness of sin in 
other men, but not in himself. In every story 
of a breakdown like that of David it will be 
found that the very sin in which the man was 
indulging dulled and blunted his sensibilities. 
“Who can understand his errors? Cleanse 
thou me from secret faults.” 


God waited long for David to repent, and 
then he sent the prophet Nathan. With mas- 
terly skill and exquisite tenderness Nathan 
told David the story of the cruel rich man 
who had numerous flocks and herds, and yet 
who, when a guest came to visit him, took 
the poor man’s pet lamb and slew it for the 
table of his guest. When he heard this tale 
of almost unbelievable hardness of heart, 
David reached for his sword, saying, “Bring 
that man before me! As the Lord liveth, he 
shall surely die!” Then Nathan drew his sword 
and thrust it home with the words, “Thou 
art the man!” 


If Nathan had talked that way with any 
other king but David, his head would have 
come off. But David repented and said, “I 
have sinned.” There was no doubt, either, 
about the sincerity of his repentance, for im- 
mediately the prophet answered, “The Lord 
hath put away thy sin.” Yet, forgiven though 
he was, David had to bear the temporal pen- 
alties of his sin. There is nothing strange 
about that, either. A man can sin for years 
against his body and against his mind, and if 
he turns and repents, he is forgiven; but the 
God who forgives him does not cancel the 
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law of retribution in the man’s own body, for 
“whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap.” Nathan told David that because his 
sin would cause the enemies of God to scoff 
and rejoice, the sword would never depart 
from his house. It never did. Time and again 
we see the flashing of that sword of judgment: 
in the vile conduct and incest of Amnon, in 
the murder of Amnon by Absalom, in the 
rebellion of Absalom, in the death of Absa- 
lom in the woods of Ephraim; and all the sor- 
row and suffering of David reaching its 
tremendous climax in that pathetic lamenta- 
tion, “O Absalom, my son, would God I had 
died for thee!” 

Yes, David had to suffer; but he suffered as 
a forgiven man. The joy of salvation had been 
restored to David. His repentence had 
opened for him once more the gates of heaven. 
If any man has sinned like David, there is 
only one path that will bring you back to 
self respect and communion with God, and 
that is the path of repentance. 

Time would fail to tell of St. Paul, who in 
a moment turned from being the greatest 
enemy of Christ to become his greatest friend; 
of that “woman who was a sinner,” who 
washed the Saviour’s feet with the tears of 
repentance and love and wiped them with the 
hair of her head; of Peter, who when he had 
cursed and denied his Master, was called to 
himself by the look of love when Jesus turned 


and looked upon him, and went out into the 
night to weep bitterly those tears of repen- 
tance that washed his soul and brought him 
back to Christ; and of that poor thief who 
hung at the Redeemer’s side on the Cross, 
and who, while his companion mocked and 
cursed repented of his sin and asked Jesus to 
remember him, and to whom Jesus immediate- 
ly opened the gate of Heaven and said, 
“Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise!” 

Wonderful music all these repentant sinners 
have given to the Church on earth and to the 
Church in Heaven. Wonderful light and 
beauty they have shed upon the pages of 
Scripture. Wonderful trophies they are to the 
saving and cleansing and redeeming power of 
the Blood of Christ. May their music reach 
tonight some soul who has sinned against God 
and turn his feet heavenward, where a father’s 
welcome awaits him; the same welcome that 
awaited that penitent of whom Jesus told in 
the great parable of repentance, the son who 
repented in the far country and said, “I have 
sinned against heaven and in thy sight;” and 
whom, when he came back, his father saw 
a great way off, and ran and fell on his neck 
and kissed him. That same welcome awaits 
every soul that repents. The best robe is 
ready, and ready the golden ring of reconcilia- 
tion, and the angels, too, are ready to strike 
again their harps and rejoice over one sinner 
that repenteth. 


THe SIDDEN SA€Ker@ rT 


GEORGE McPHERSON HUNTER, D.D. 


“He had sackcloth within upon his flesh.” II 
King 6:80. 

“There was given unto me a thorn in the 
ficsh leone lei. 


UNGER reveals the bottom of the soul. 

The best and the worst comes to the 

surface when men and women are 
hungry. 

Dickens, in his Tale of Two Cities, has a 
wonderful chapter where he describes the 
hunger that stalked boldly, that rattled down 
the chimneys, and peeped round the corners 
of the French streets. 

It was, however, in spite of all its vividness, 
merely a photograph of a hungry city. 

Not so this Bible writer; he packs this won- 
derful story into a few pregnant sentences. 

The King was passing by on the walls of 
his hunger-bitten city. He walked erect and 


Page 186 


steady. The sandals on his feet were of the 
softest leather. His purple robes flowed be- 
hind him. At his throat the clasp that held 
his garment was studded with diamonds that 
flashed like stars on a frosty night. Fine linen 
covered him, the perfumes of Arabia floated 
after him. Kingly luxury and plaintive hunger 
rubbed elbows in the streets. 

“Help my Lord, O King!” 

“God help thee, if Jehovah do not help thee 
whence shall I help thee?” 

“Listen, O King!” 

“In our hunger we did eat my son. This 
woman will not give her son.” 

Mother love was stronger than hunger. The 
mother fled and hid her son. 

Mortified at the condition of his kingdom, 
and sorrowful for the poor woman, the impul- 
sive, emotional King tore his garments asunder. 


The Expositor 


“Behold, he had sackcloth within upon his 
flesh.” 

The people saw the King in a new light. 
Well fed, sumptuously clad, careless in manner, 
gay, pleasure loving, they thought him to be. 

Perhaps they imagined he knew nothing of 
their condition and cared less. There was a 
show of indifference, maybe reserve, but be- 
neath the surface in his heart he felt every 
pang of hunger and throb of pain. Outwardly 
he walked with ease and gaiety. Within, he 
was wearing mourning, all the more sincere 
because it was hidden from the eyes of the 
people. Who would have imagined that the 
proud King beneath his kingly dress had 
“sackcloth within upon his flesh.” 

There we have a picture of everyday life. 

The men and the women you meet on the 
streets, on the cars, in the stores, in business, 
and in church? We think we know them, as 
the people in the city did their King. 

Millions doing their work with cheerfulness, 
saying nothing about themselves, smiling, 
laughing, jesting, toiling and helping, holding 
themselves erect in the world. 

We are strangers to what is going on behind 
the scenes. Only the surface show of things 
we know. But beneath it all there may be a 
poignant regret, life’s disappointment, a lost 
hope, a bafHled purpose, and the cankerous 
sin that is eating into life’s springs. 

Like the old world King, thousands are 
wearing their sackcloth next the flesh. One 
day I called and met a mother getting out of 
her car. “I’ve been down making my will,” 
she explained. “The operation is to take place 
next week.” She had guarded her secret until 
the revelation was accidentally made. No one 
guessed it and no one knew it. She had been 
wearing her sackcloth. 

The sackcloth is sometimes a family secret. 


The breach between the husband and wife; 
a dereliction by the son of the house; perhaps 
a wayward streak in the daughter, quite un- 
manageable you know, heady, a little like a 
thorough-bred, (The figure is scriptural); the 
tender spot in the family history, never for- 
gotten but rarely mentioned, passed over 
lightly when alluded to or deftly turned 
aside. 

Listen to me now. The web of sackcloth 
‘is put in the loom the day we compromise 
with holy things. Young men and women go 
lightly. Beware if you succumb to that tempt- 
ation, hedge aside, palliate with that wrong 
and compromise. Moral compromising is the 
mother of a thousand deadly sins. A secret 
compromise may result in public sin. 
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The sackcloth may be a moral lapse or a 
secret sin. When the cloak of a religious pro- 
fession is lifted and the mantle of conventional 
religion is rent, we see the sackcloth covering 
up moral corruption. Hawthorne’s story of the 
“Scarlet Letter” portrays a man and a min- 
ister wearing the garments of the church and 
filling its offices, while within there was a 
record of seduction, shame and years of cow- 
ardice. Hester Prynne wore the Scarlet Letter 
on her breast, stigma and symbol of shame. 

An injured woman, but faithful, brave and 
loyal. 

Dinnsdale was a saint in the world’s eyes, 
Suppressed passion made him eloquent. But 
all the time the guilt of his sin was burning 
into his breast. Guilt, Guilt, Guilt, rang in his 
ears, troubled his conscience and was his hid- 
den care. 


When he stands on his day of confession, 
which was God’s day of revelation, as it was 
to the King of Samaria, he rose, by God’s 
grace, before the people and taking his seem- - 
ingly wronged companion by the hand, tears 
aside the ministerial dress and within upon 
his breast, imprinted by the finger of God was 
the Scarlet Letter, which he had tried for years 
to hide. 

The path of confession is sometimes rough, 
but it’s the path to victory. 

Friends, it’s better for us to have our sin 
revealed and our soul saved. Better to die 
confessing than to live sinning. 

God may not tell you to reveal your sack- 
cloth to men’s eyes, but His ear is open to 
the secret sinner. His hand holds the power 
to forgive. 

He will hide them in the secret place, and 
put them behind His back to remember no 
more. 

Merchants of Sackcloth: 

There are people in the world who turn 
their sackcloth out to the public gaze, whose 
stock-in-trade of conversation is their cares 
and sorrows, what they have lost in life; the 
wrongs they have suffered; the unkindnesses 
done to them, how many troubles they have 
had. They are the merchants of sackcloth, 
who advertise their wares. They wear their 
sackcloth on their sleeves instead of within 
on their flesh. 

Pray for a short memory regarding all the 
wrongs done to you, the unkindnesses shown, 
and the losses sustained. 

“Go bury thy sorrow, the world has its share 

Go bury it deeply, go hide it with care 


Go think of it calmly, when curtained by night 
Go tell it to Jesus, and all will be right.” 
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Transformed Sackcloth: 


That brings me to the second text, and the 
practical question of how to wear the sack- 
cloth in life. The Apostle Paul like his master 
had reserves in life. His public life was an 
open book, and his inner only revealed in 
moments of greatest confidence. 

“Most gladly will I glory in mine infirmities 
(sackcloth) that the power of Christ might 
rest upon me.” 

He let the sackcloth bring him nearer to 
God. He accepted quietly his disability and 
never complained. 

He could not get rid of his infirmity. It 
was there year in and year out. With every 
change in his life it abode with him still. But 
he let God transtorm the sackcloth into a 
revelation of Power, as God transformed His 
Son’s Cross. 

He can and will, if you let Him, transform 
your sackcloth, whatever it is, into a symbol 
of victory. 

Yes, but some one says I’ve woven my web, 
made my sackcloth and worn it for years. Am 
I to go on wearing it? Is there no easement 
from the pain of my sackcloth? 

The King kept quiet like a Stoic, set his 
teeth, closed his mouth, and drew his gar- 
ments close around him. 

There is something to be said about that 
method. It is not wise to let everybody into 
your secret life. 


“Aye keep something to yourself 
Ye daurna tell tae anybody.” 


King Josiah did that, and there’s a fine 
heroism about bearing a burden we cannot 
help. 

But much depends on how you carry it. 
There is no virtue in carrying a secret sorrow, 
a defect, that makes you hard and bitter. 
“When I keep silent my bones wax old.” A 
confessed wrong is sometimes a_redressed 
wrong. 

“He who will not carry his load to God has 
to carry it Himself, a dumb conscience makes 
a loud voiced pain.” God never made a soul 
strong enough to bear a load on the heart and 
the shoulders. 

Paul guarded his secret life, and kept to 
himself his private pains, “that the power of 
Christ might abide upon him.” 

The legend about Christ’s crown of thorns 
blossoming into roses was no legend with Paul 
but an actual truth. His thorn blossomed 
into Roses, the Rose of Sharon, that has filled 
the world with its aroma ever since. 

“Most gladly will I glory in infirmities that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

Wearing the sackcloth did not make Paul 
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gloomy. He changed his sackcloth into softest 
silk. He sang with his feet in the stocks, in 
the Roman prison. That was better than some 
of us can do. We are unable to sing in the 
church in our boots. He rejoiced in his sack- 
cloth, his infirmities and his thorn. “Be of 
good cheer,” he shouted in shipwreck. 

“What can’t be cured must be endured,” is 
the trite saying of world wisdom. “What can't 
be cured must be enjoyed,” said Paul in 
exalting joy. 

He rejoiced in his secret sackcloth that the 
power of Christ might spread over him like 
a panoply of heaven. 

And so the sackcloth was transformed into 
a garment of praise. When I think of the mil- 
lions who are wearing sackcloth next the skin, 
confessing in secret to God their painful 
secrets, I rejoice, for the angels are weaving 
on heavenly looms garments for God con- 
fessing sinners. 

For the blackness of mourning and the sor- 
row for sin, and the penitent pain, there is 
the whiteness of God’s purity. For the flaming 
scarlet of secret sin uncovered before the eyes 
of God, there is the red crimson blood and 
the open pardon. For the hunger of the soul, 
there is the heavenly bread. For the secret 
care, there is the balm of the Son of God, 
who said, “Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


J. J- SESSLER, D:D; 
God in Us. 


Materials: 

Two pieces of rope, each about eight feet 
long. 
A piece of yarn about four inches long. 

A candle. 

Demonstration: 

Use two small ropes about eight feet long. 
Prepare for trick by laying ropes down, loops 
at center, two ends out each way, tieing loops 
of ropes together with yarn or any string 
which will break easily. Place the ropes 
around your body with tied place in the 
center of your back. Have two helpers, one 
to your right and the other to your left, take 
hold of the ends, warning them not pull. 
Then under pretense of making trick more 
difficult, exchange the ends of the rope, giv- 
ing the helper on the right one of the rope 
ends from the left and vice versa. Then ask 
the helpers to pull gently and together. The 
yarn will now break and the ropes will appar. 
ently have passed through your body. 


The Exposito 


Story: 


Have you seen the wind? You have seen 
the wind blow dust or blow dry leaves but 
you have not seen the wind. (Blow at the 
lame of the candle). You could see the flame 
licker and move back and forth because I 
lew it but you could not see the wind. You 
san feel the wind but you cannot see it. 

How much is two and two? Four. That is 
‘ight. How do you know that four is correct? 
You just know. It is in your mind; in your 
orain. How did it get into your mind? You 
lid not see it go in, did you? No! But it is 
here just the same. You did not see the 
vind but the wind moved the flame just the 
ame. 

One of our great Presidents was Abraham 
Lincoln. When he was a young man, he 
vorked in a grocery store. One day when a 
ady was buying groceries, Lincoln made a 
nistake; he did not give the lady enough 
swhange. It was only a few pennies but he 
walked several miles that night to give her 
he pennies. He could have kept them be- 
sause the lady did not miss them. Lincoln 
was honest. Lincoln’s honesty was right in 
is heart. Did anyone see it go in there? No! 
you did not see the wind but the wind moved 
he flame just the same. 

Here I have two ropes. (Put ropes around 
your body as told in explanation). If you pull 
m them they should become tighter and 
ighter around my body, should they not? If 
rou pull hard enough the ropes might even 
ass through my body. That’s just what we 
vill do. (Now ask the two helpers to pull 
rently and together and the ropes will seem 
o have passed through your body.) Did you 
ee the ropes go through my body? No! Did 
myone see the wind? (Blow the candle.) 
Jo! Did anyone see that “two and two equal 
our” go into your brain? No! Did anyone see 
ionesty go. into Lincoln’s heart? No! 

God is in your hearts. Did anyone see Him 
o in there? No! You did not see Him go in 
here. You can feel God as you can feel the 
vind but you cannot see Him. (Blow at the 
andle once more) Yes, if the candle had 
yes, could it see the wind? No! But the wind 
; there even if the candle cannot see it. God 
; in our hearts even if we cannot see Him. 
We know He is there because we can feel 
Jim there. 


7 


,od Cleanses the Spots. 


faterials: 
Magic thumb or a thimble large enough to 
t thumb-(must be painted flesh color). 


ipril, 1940 


Piece of spotted or dotted china silk about 
4 inches square. 

Piece of black china silk about 4 inches 
square. 

Demonstration: 

Have magic thumb on your right thumb. 
Close hand into a fist and place the handker- 
chief over it. Slip right thumb upon which is 
the magic thumb into closed left hand push- 
ing handkerchief with your right thumb partly 
into left fist. Allow the magic thumb to re- 
main in closed left hand. Remove right 
thumb. Then show the piece of spotted mate- 
rial which represents the spotted disease of 
leprosy. With your right thumb push it into 
the magic thumb, at the same time explaining 
how Jesus made the leprosy disappear. 

Now show the piece of black silk. This 
black silk represents the shadow of sin which 
is over us all. As Jesus made the leprosy 
disappear, so also can God through Jesus make 
our sins to disappear if we ask for forgiveness. 
Then push the black silk into the magic 
thumb, and at the same time push the magic 
thumb on the right thumb, so that when the 
right thumb is withdrawn, the magic thumb 
will be withdrawn also. Seize the handker- 
chief with your right hand, keeping right 
thumb concealed behind one corner. Shake 
the handkerchief, and the spotted and black 
pieces of silk will have mysteriously disap- 
peared. The magic thumb may be slipped 
into your pocket at the first opportunity. 


Story: 

Once as Jesus was going into a village, he 
saw ten men standing afar off. They were 
afflicted with the terrible disease of leprosy. 
Have you boys and girls ever had measles? 
If so, you: were quarantined for several weeks, 
were you not? These poor lepers were quar- 
antined for life, they were not allowed to 
come near people who did not have leprosy. 
So they called to Jesus from a distance, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us, help us!” 

No wonder they wanted Jesus to help them. 
Leprosy was a dreadful disease. There was 
no cure for it, people broke out with it on 
any part of their body. They were not al- 
lowed to live with their families but had to 
leave their homes and live with other lepers. 

And when Jesus saw these ten lepers, he 
said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” So 
the ten men traveled on. All at once they 
noticed that they were well and strong, they 
were no longer lepers. Their skin was like 
that of a healthy child. How happy they must 
have been. They were no longer lepers, they 
could go back to their homes, their parents, 
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their brothers and sisters. Jesus had made 
them well. 

(Perform trick). Do you see this spotted 
piece of silk? Let us say that it represents 
leprosy. You know when you had measles 
you had little spots on your bodies; so men 
that had leprosy had spots all over their 
bodies. Jesus made the lepers well, did he 
not? He caused the spots to disappear. Now 
Watch! (Push spotted silk into magic thumb 
as explained) See the leprosy has disappeared. 

Here we have a piece of black silk. Any 
sin or wrong which we do is like this black 
silk which represents the shadow of sin which 
is over us all. Can we get rid of this shadow? 
Shall I tell you how? We must let Jesus come 
into our lives and ask him to help us in our 
fight against sin. If we do this the shadow of 
sin will disappear as this black silk disappears. 
(Now push the black silk into the magic 
thumb and finish the trick as explained in the 
demonstration.) I’d like to have you remem- 
ber this little poem: 


“Do your best, your very best 
And do it every day; 

Little boys and little girls, 
That’s the wisest way.” 


uf 
The Prince and the Lemons. 

Why are you so often late for school, Tom- 
my? asked the teacher one day. “Can’t you 
run as fast as other boys?” “Yes, teacher,” said 
Tommy, “but I don’t start soon enough.” 
“Well begun is half done,” says the old prov- 
erb, and it is very true. You know how impor- 
tant it is in a race to get off the mark smartly. 
If ground is lost in those first few seconds it 
is difficult to pick it up again. There are times 
in life when we have to be as swift and as 
quick as we can be—and it is mostly every 
time! This is why I think you ought to hear 
about the Prince. 

Albert D. Belden tells of an old legend in 
which a prince set out upon a long and perilous 
journey. He had not gone far before there 
met him a fairy godmother with a very kind 
face holding in her hand three lemons. These 
she held out to the Prince saying, “Take these 
upon your journey, fair sir! They are not 
ordinary lemons. When you shall cut them 
you will find that out. You must be careful, 
however, to divide them at the centre. Fare 
you well!” And with that she disappeared. 

The Prince journeyed on with the strange 
lemons in his possession. But curiosity soon 
overcame him, and drawing his bright sword 
he swiftly cut one exactly in half. To his 
astonishment there leapt out from half of the 
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lemon the loveliest princess he had ever see 
in his life—whilst from the other half poure 
forth into her hands a stream of beautif 
precious pearls. But the princess hardly n 
ticed the pearls though she gathered them - 
her hands. Her eyes were fixed beseeching 
upon the Prince. “I am athirst,” she crie 
“give me water.” But the Prince had no wat 
to give her and before he could spring fro: 
his horse—princess and pearls had vanishe 
in a mist. 

On the Prince rode, very disappointed, b 
he had not gone far before he bethought hi 
of the other lemons. Again his sword gleame 
in the sunshine, and the second lemon lz 
cleaved in twain. From the one half leapt a1 
other lovely princess, but from the other ha 
there streamed this time silver coins. “Wate 
water!” wailed the princess. “I am dying « 
thirst!” With a vexed exclamation the Princ 
leapt from his horse to answer her cry of di 
tress but he was too late. Princess and gol 
disappeared as though into the air. 

This time the Prince grew thoughtful. Twic 
have I been unprepared, he thought. I wi 
not be caught a third time. So taking his h: 
he sought for a stream and filled it there 1 
the brim with clear water. Then drawing h 
sword he cut the third lemon exactly in tw 
Before his dazzled eyes stood a third love 
princess her hands filled this time with gol 
“Water! water!” she moaned in great distres 
“Here it is,” cried the Prince, and on h 
bended knee he offered her the life-givin 
drink. Eagerly the princess drank and th 
time no mist hid her from the Prince’s viev 
She was real, alive, and soon their friendshi 
was so great that she became the Prince 
happy bride. 

What does the old story mean, think yor 
Is the Princess named “Opportunity,” I wor 
der? If so, it’s a good idea to be ready ft 
her, isn’t it? 

(Speaker have lemons and long blade to ct 
them at appointed time as attention getter.) 

v 
The Whitewash Coach. 

Boys, young and old, will agree that the 
is hardly a subject in the world more inte 
esting than trains. Of course, there are season 
in the year when other interests hold th 
limelight for a time, but the interest in trait 
is always there. If you doubt this, just loc 
on the newsstands at the number of magazin 
devoted to building model trains. In ther 
you will learn of clubs all over the count 
whose members are interested in  buildir 
and operating model trains. 


The Exposit 


Newer and faster trains are being put into 
ervice by the great transportation companies, 
rains with coaches provided with every pos- 
ible comfort one could think of as desirable. 
ust recently I boarded a train in Cleveland 
alled “The Pace-Maker.” It is an all coach 
rain, with special coaches reserved for women 
nd children. You must reserve your seat 
1any hours ahead of schedule; there are both 
yomen and men attendants in the coaches. 
he lights are dimmed at a given hour to 
isure greater comfort to passengers, and con- 
ersation is permitted only in hushed tones. 

Jogging and jolting trains along is a thing 
f the past. Now we go swiftly and smoothly 
long from one point to another. An English 
uinister tells of his delight in discovering the 
1ethod used by the transportation companies 
) locate uneven and rough places in the tracks. 
. coach, called the Whitewash Coach, is 
quipped with vats of color from which pipes 
ad to an outlet just above the track, and 
vere is a device which allows the color to 
ow out onto the track whenever the coach 
asses over an uneven place. This Whitewash 
joach is hitched to a locomotive and run 
ver the track at a given schedule. Wherever 
1e track is uneven, the jolting of the car 
wows an electric relay into action, this opens 
1e color pipe valve under the coach, and 
at comes a splash of color. 


Behind the coach come the men, whose 
usiness it is to fix the track. When they find 
splash of color, they know they have a job 
. fix up an uneven place in the track. Of 
yurse, the Whitewash Coach is being pulled 
ong at a high speed, and the color is not 
ght on the uneven place, because the jolt 
as to come before the valves go into action. 
» the men go back about sixty feet to find 
© uneven spot that jolted the valve. 


Now, the running of real trains is just like 
e running of model trains, and most rules 
at work in running the trains will work also 
running our lives. We want to avoid jost- 
1g and jolting as much as possible. Few 
us like bad tempers, greed, dishonesty, rob- 
ry, lies, and such sins, because of the way 
upsets life for those who commit the sins, 
d more so for the ones against whom they 
e committed. A Whitewash Coach on the 
ack of life would be a good idea for every- 
e. When the day’s work is done, let’s run 
Whitewash Coach over the track of the 
y’s journey, and see where the bumps really 
ppened. 

God has provided all of us with a crew of 
Ipers to-smooth out these bumps. All we 
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need to do is to learn from the teaching of 
Jesus Christ who and what these helpers are. 
During the season of Lent, we have learned 
that Jesus came to this earth just to teach 
us how we can make use of the helpers God 
has provided to keep us clear of sin-bumps, 
and if we find some developing how to get 
rid of them. In fact, Jesus Christ offered him- 
self as the Chief of the crew so that our sin- 
bumps might be washed away, and permit us 
a new start on a smooth track. He tried for 
a number of years to teach all men who came 
to Him how to get rid of sin-bumps, but they 
would not listen, and they developed so many 
uneven places in their daily lives that they 
finally thought Jesus was to blame for all their 
troubles, and they condemned Him to death 
and nailed Him to a Cross. But even then, He 
did not give up trying to show them, He 
prayed for them until he died, and then after 
several days, He arose again and went right 
on with His plan to show men how to smooth 
out the sinful places in their lives. 

He is still doing this, as every one of you 
will learn if you will just listen to Him. When 
you say your prayers, He gives you directions 
about how to avoid trouble and sin. You 
know just what got you into trouble each day, 
if you just think about it a little, and a “White- 
wash Coach” on your track of life will show 
you just where the fixing needs to be done in 
order to make things run smoothly. 


OUTLINES 


FRANK L. COX, D.D. 
The Ascension. 


Acts 1:9-11. 


By a miraculous door Jesus entered the 
world; by a miraculous door he departed. 
The doctrine of the ascension holds an im- 
portant place in the New Testament. It was 
predicted by the Lord himself (Jno. 14:1, 2), 
recorded by his historians (Mk. 16:19; Lk. 
24:50f), and implied in the teaching of the 
apostles (Acts 1:22; 2:33; 3:21; Col. 3:1). 

Concerning this subject we shall ask four 
questions: 


I. When? 


1. At the completion of his earthly minis- 
try; at the end of the “forty days.” 

2. After conversing with the disciples. 

3. While his witnesses were beholding. 


4. While his hands were uplifted in mercy 
(See Lk. 24:50f). 
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II. Whence? 

1. From the world which was unworthy 
him. 

2. From “over against Bethany.” Where ] 
had rested his weary body in the home 
his friends. Where he had performed his la 
great miracle. (See Jno. 11.) 

3. From Olivet. Whence he had made I 
triumphant entry into the earthly Jerusale 
(Lk. 19:29-38) — from the same spot he max 
his triumphant entry into the heavenly Jer 
salem. Where he had wept over the city ar 
foretold her doom (Lk. 19:37, 41-44). 


III.. Whither? 


1. To a place invisible to mortal eye: ‘ 
cloud received him out of their sight.” 

2. To the spiritual realm: “Up into heaven 
Stephen later saw him there (Acts 7:54ff). 

3. To a position of power: He “set dov 
on the right hand of God.” As evidence 
this, he sent the Spirit (Acts 2:33). ~ 

4. Not to some place beyond human reac 
He is near enough to see us, to hear us, a1 
to be touched with the “feeling of our i 
firmities.” 
IV. Why? 


1. As a faithful servant, to receive his 1 
ward (Rev. 12:2). 

2. As a King, to rule. (See Lk. 19:12 
When he sat down on the Father’s right han 
the disciples began to go everywhere at | 
command. (See Mk. 16:19f.) 

3. As a High Priest, to intercede for | 
people (Heb. 4:15f; 8:4; I Jno. 2:1). 

4. As a sympathizing Friend, to send t 
Comforter (Jno. 16:7f). 

5. As a Helper, to be near us. He wit 
drew his bodily presence that he might © 
near us spiritually. (See Matt. 28:20b.) 

6. As a Builder, to prepare a place for 
(Jno. 14:2; Acts 1:11). 

—Frank L. Cox. 


Character Building 
Matt. 7:24-27. 

The Lord’s language reminds us that: 
I. All men are builders. There are two kins 

1. The wise builder. (a) He is attentir 
He “heareth,” etc. (b) He is attentive to t 
right doctrine: He “heareth these words 
mine.” (c) He is a practitioner: “And doé 
them.” (See Matt. 7:21.) 

2. The foolish builder. (a) He is attentiy 
He “heareth.” (b) He is attentive to t 
right doctrine: He “heareth these words 


mine.” (c) He is not a practitioner. (See J 
1228) 


The Exposi 


II. All builders have the choice of two foun- 
dations. 


1. The rock. A firm, durable foundation. 
The rock is Christ, or his doctrine. (See Isa. 
28:16; Eph. 2:19, 20.) 


2. The sand. A movable, an unstable foun- 


dation. 
thereon. 


III. All buildings are tested. Note: 
1. The severity of the test. The war of the 


He who “hears and does not” builds 


elements came from every direction — rain | 


upon the roof, wind against the walls, flood 


against the foundation. Trials come from all | 


directions during life, culminating in the judg- 
mient. (See Jno. 1:11; Lk. 22:51; IT Cor. 12:7; 
sev. 3:10; IT Cor. 5:10.) 

2. The impartiality of it. Both houses were 
exposed to the identical perils. Trials and 
tribulations are impartial. Temptations come 


to all alike. 


IV. Only one building will stand. 

1. The house of the wise man “fell not: for 
it was founded upon a rock.” (See Lk. 11:28; 
m0. 13:17; 1 Jno. 2:16; 17; I Pet. 2:6.) 

2. The house of the foolish “fell: and great 
was the fall thereof.” It was “great” because 
of the suddenness of it, because of the com- 
pleteness of it, because of the finality of it. 

—Frank L. Cox. 


Suggested Topics 
APRIL 
8. THANKSGIVING IN EVERY PRAYER. 
Dan. 6:10. 
Growth as to causes of? 
Is habit necessary? 
Help for crisis? 
Thanks before events? 


10. MY GREAT INTERCESSOR. John 
17:9, 20. 
His interest in me. 
His desires for me. 
The answers I expect. 
Does he pray for my friends? 
17. CONFESSION OF NATIONAL SINS. 
Dan. 9:20-23. 
For our share in them. 
To maintain opposition. 
What sins feed wars? 
What sins weaken nation? 
24. GOD’S PROVISION OF FOOD. Psa. 
145:15, 16. 
A real bounty. 
Increased by discoveries. 
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Faults in distribution. 
Our concern for the jobless. 


May 

The Five Greatest Words in the Bible 
1. THE SADDEST WORD. Gen. 4:7. 
It brings sadness to God. 

It brought sadness to the world. 

The selfishness of it. 

The death in it. 
8. THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WORD. Psa. 

130:4. 

The beauty of receiving it. 

The beauty of giving it. 

Its real source. 

The high cost of it. 


15. THE HARDEST WORD. Dan. 3:18. 
It is unyielding. 
It is useful. 
It may be deathly. 
Be sure to use it rightly. 
22. THE MEANEST WORD. Prov. 16:28. 


The malice of it. 
The secrecy of it. 
The prevalence of it. 
How to be rid of it. 
29. GOD’S FAVORITE WORD. Matt. 11:28 


The love that prompts it. 
The unrest without it. 
The goal reached by it. 
The reward that follows it. 
—Clarence E. Macartney, Exchange. 


pel US ToR A TL A@e mes 


WILLIAM J. 


Matter Indestructible 
Ecc. 1:9. “The thing that hath been, it is that 
which shall be.” 

The indestructibility of matter is not an 
obvious fact: it had to be ascertained and 
proven by scientific inquiry. The common 
idea is that a thing burnt is destroyed, that 
milk spilt upon the ground is lost, that a 
cloud which evaporates in the heat of the sun 
has ceased to be. But everyone now knows 
that however dispersed a piece of matter may 
be, its particles are indestructible, that there 
is just as much aqueous vapor, however invisi- 
ble, as there was when the cloud was a con- 
spicuous object to our eyes.—Sir Oliver Lodge 
in “Why I Believe in Personal Immortality.” 

y 
Made for the Ocean 
Heb. 13:14. “For here we have no continuing 
city.” 

Go down to a city by the side of the sea. 
You see there many houses around you, houses 
with pointed roofs and flat bottoms, all made 
to sit upon the ground, and then suddenly 
you come to another house, turned the other 
way. The point is at the bottom and the flat 
part is on the top. It will not stand alone; 
it has to propped up. It is not made to sit 
upon the ground. How strangely out of place 
it seems! But wait until the day of launching 
comes; take away the props and it slides out 
into the sparkling waters of the sea and floats 
gracefully among the waves. That was not 
made for the earth, but for the mighty ocean. 
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HART, D.D. 


And so when I look at people, and at my: 
self—dissatisfied, restless, uneasy, surroundec 
by unideal conditions, body, soul and _ heart 
crying out for the unattained; I say this is not 
our permanent abiding place—Dr. H. H 
Crane, “If I Had Only One Sermon to Preach 
(Harpers). 


of 


Kingsley’s Selection for His Tombstone 
Heb. 7:16. “The power of an endless life.” 

Charles Kingsley, on his deathbed, desirec 
that upon his and his wife’s tombstone shoulc 
be placed the words, Amamus—amavimus- 
amobimus,’-—“We love—we have loved—w 
shall love.” That covers all—May Byron, i 
The British Weekly. 

y 
Crowned Souls 
Matt. 25:23. “Well done, good and faithfu 
servant.” 

Delivering an address to the last class whicl 
graduated under his instruction in Bosto: 
University School of Theology, Professor Bor 
den P. Bowne, the philosopher, said: 

“We are promised now and then a ne\ 
religion. We have some of these, but we hav 
come to see that if we will not listen to Jesu 
Christ in His revelation of the Father it is nc 
worthwhile to listen to anybody else. He | 
the only one who has brought a gospel wort 
hearing, and, we may be sure, the only on 
who has brought the gospel that can mov 
the hearts of men. We are going to b 


The Exposite 


hrough with this life before very long. The 
ongest life is short when it is over. Any time is 
short when it is done. The gates of time will 
wing behind us before very long, and then 
he important thing will not be what appoint- 
nents we had, or what rank in the Confer- 
nce, or anything of that sort, not what men 
hought of us, but what He thought of us, and 
whether we were built into His kingdom, and 
f, at the end of it all, we emerge from life’s 
vork and discipline crowned souls: at home 
mywhere in God’s universe, life will be a 
success.” 


vf 


‘He is Risen Indeed!” 
Luke 24:6. “He is... risen.” 

One of the distinctions of Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, according to Time consists in 
he fact that “it is the home of the Moravian 
Haster Band, oldest, largest and oddest in 
America.” Said this periodical on April 25, 
1938: “Last Sunday thousands of North Caro- 
inians flocked to Winston-Salem for the Mor- 
vian group’s 175th consecutive Easter service. 

“Soon after midnight, ten band units dis- 
tributed themselves among Winston-Salem’s 
aight Moravian churches. On the stroke of 
2 they broke into ‘Sleepers Awake, an old 
thurch chorale. Then they piled into buses 
ind toured the city, stopping under lights to 
erenade the citizens. At 5, the 410 bandsmen 
issembled as a unit before Home Church in 
salem Square. 

“By this time 50,000 sight-seers jammed the 
quare. Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohl, following a 
outine unchanged since 1773, proclaimed 
rom the church steps: “The Lord is risen!’ 
[he crowd responded: ‘He is risen indeed!’ 
The band and the pilgrims marched to the 
raveyard. At ‘God’s Acre,’ where William 
3urkhead, founder of the American colony, 
vas. buried in 1771, the service closed with a 
ymn at dawn.” 

y 


Vhat Christ Stands For 

ohn 10:10. “I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” 

A “valuation” of what Christ stands for is 
een in the words of Lecky, who, while not a 
elieving Christian, wrote in his History of 
turopean Morals as follows:— 

The Christ character “has shown itself cap- 
ble of acting on all ages, nations, tempera- 
vents and conditions; it has been net only 
ne highest pattern of virtue but the strongest 
wcentive to its practice; and has exercised so 
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Here is a 


hymnal unsurpas- 
sed in material, 
workmanship and 
contents. It has 


Quality that 


ATTRACTS 


Quality that 


SATISFIES 


Quality that 


LASTS 


neacice ka SERVICE 


Few if any hymnals equal it in size, qual- 
ity, completeness. No hymnal at so lowa 
price approaches it in special features. 


“THE SERVICE HYMNAL” has full 
hymnal-size plates printed on high grade 
opaque paper; is bound with extra heavy 
binder’s board, reinforced “‘breaker”’ strip 
and headband; optional binding colors— 
seal brown or rich maroon cloth, one for 
church and one for “home’”’ use; lacquered 
covers keep gold stamping tarnish-proof; 
the only ‘classified’ hymnal to be com- 
pletely orchestrated; the first American 
hymnal to contain “descants’ to many fa- 
miliar tunes; strong responsive reading 
section; fully indexed. 


MAIL COUPON 


Request and examine a sample copy. Prove 
its power to meet every religious need. See 
its beauty, quality and completeness. Then 
you will understand the growing popular- 
ity of this great hymnal. 480 Pages, 501 
Musical Numbers, 67 Responsive Readings, 
only $60.00 a hundred, not prepaid. 


@ Note: For smaller, all-purpose book, re- 
quest sample of “Devotional Hymns”; 
$40.00 a hundred, not prepaid. Bristol $25.00. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best in song books Com PANY 


Chicago, Ilinois- 


5701-D West Lake Street 
Please send returnable samples of book(s) 


checked. 
O The Service Hymnal O Devotional Hymns 
Official 
Na iets. 2. eine dleieocice vers SPitlen ere cea 
i Nelakasciienn «pe adios SOO dee Ube oueeier- 365 oGo0D.CDO 
(haar nde meen Ss OotiaGh ace Tecan usnoM ay Statenummtarets 
Church and Member- 
Denom. HOU ROEOn ipod coc aa Shipmen eee ; 
PAStormemataaite eaten trees: Nddressmacnscrnt 
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deep an influence that it may truly be said 
that the simple record of three short years of 
active life has done more to regenerate and 
soften mankind than all the disquisitions of 
philosophers and all the exhortations of moral- 
ists.”—Leslie D. Weatherhead. 

7 
First Air Flyer’s Medal of Honor 
I Kings 11:28. “A mighty man of valour.” 

Not one, but two heroic feats in the air won 
Mal Freeburg the first Air Mail Flyer’s Medal 
of Honor ever presented! 

Mal’s first chance for heroism came one 
night in July, 1930. Winging over railroad 
tracks, Mal passed a swift Chicago-bound pas- 
senger train. A few miles farther the tracks 
crossed a gully — and the wooden bridge sup- 
porting them was blazing furiously! 

Whipping his plane around, Mal roared 
back toward the speeding train and dived to 
drop a flare in its path. Then, as the train 
approached, he circled till it stopped and he 
knew the passengers were safe. 

In April, 1932, while Freeburg was flying 
an old-style tri-motored plane on the St. Paul- 
Chicago run, a mishap accurred which would 
be impossible in the new type air liners. The 
left motor worked loose and dropped, to 
smash the landing gear and hang precariously 
in the struts! Below lay a farming community. 
Knowing the heavy motor might cause dam- 
age or even death if it fell, Mal gently eased 
the plane toward the nearby Mississippi river 
and rocked the wings violently till the motor 
tore free and plummeted to an uninhabited 
island. 

A few minutes later, despite the shattered 
wheel, Mal put his crippled tri-motor down 
for a tricky but perfect one-wheel landing. 

For these two valorous deeds, Mal Freeburg 
won the first Air Mail Flyer’s Medal of Honor. 
—General Mills, Inc. 


Friendly Hands 
Prov. 18:24. “A man that hath friends mu 
show himself friendly.” 

“He was as active and enthusiastic in h 
Christian life as in his daily business.” Th 
was the superb tribute paid by The Britis 
Weekly to J. H. Wharmby when he passed o1 
Mr. Wharmby was associated with the pul 
lishing firm of Hodder and Stoughton, Lox 
don. These words concerning him were wri 
ten for The British Weekly by Ruby Fergusor 
a regular contributor: 

A flower always in his buttonhole, he stoo 
each Sunday in the church porch with a we 
coming handshake for all, and especially fc 
newcomers, whom he would hasten to intr 
duce to congenial companions. How man 
people must he have brought together? Man 
tales could be told of the hands he has linke 
and the friendships he has begun. It was ac 
tually he who introduced me to my husbanc 
in a rainy London street long ago. He had 
genius for bringing people together, and 
think his living memorial will be a chain ¢ 
friendly hands going right round the work 
through this black cloud of war whose passin 
he was not to see, and out into a new worl 
of brotherhood. 


fi 

Benefit of Black-out 

Job 12:22. “He discovereth deep things out « 
darkness.” 

London’s black-outs, suffered by its citizen 
as a wartime necessity, are proving a boon t 
astronomers of the Greenwich Observatory 
Absence of all light, which severely handicay 
star studies of observatories located in or nee 
large cities, is enabling better research wor 
at the world-famous institution from whic 
the earth’s meridians of longitude are mea: 
ured. Not for twenty years has the Londo 
sky been so clear, according to William Mac 
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WITH NEW ZIPPER BINDINGS 
Circular Upon Request 


This innovation in Oxford binding gives your Bible a neat ap- 
Pearance—which it will keep—and protects the edges. It en- 
ables you to carry some papers in your Bible and secures them 
against loss. See them at your bookstore. 


Oxford Illustrated, Concordance and Red Letter edi- 
tions, also the Scofield Reference Bible, from $3.75 up. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS ¢ 114 Fifth Ave., New York 
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ityre, secretary of the British Astronomical 
ssociation. Even so a black-out of the mate- 
al often gives us a clearer vision of the 
viritual, for when the world beneath is dark- 
2ed the world above is more fully revealed. 
00 much artificial light blinds our eyes to 
1e true light from heaven.—Dr. C. M. Elder- 
ice. 

~ 
Witness Unto Me” 
cts 1:8. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 
Year saints of God in German prisons bound, 
Confessing Christ in solitude and pain, 
cknowledging the mercy ye have found, 


Sure that His loving kindness must remain, | 
trange criminals, indeed, with ne’er a stain | 


Upon your reputation bright and fair, 
Sternly resolved to suffer and to dare, 
et meekly counting all your loss as gain. 
he unseen Master shall unloose your chain, 
Ye steadfast heroes of high liberty, 
Still witnessing for Him Who made you free, 
oon may your country honour you again, 
Standing once more for what of old she 
stood, 
United with the World in peace and broth- 
erhood. 
—J. A. M., The British Weekly, July, 1939. 
~ 
indows of Immortality 
9b 14:14. “If a man die, shall he live again?” 
If you have ever climbed the winding stairs 
f Washington’s Monument you will recall the 
ttle windows cut through its granite sides, 
wough which streams the light of the outer 
vorld to illumine the dark interior, and 
wough which the eye now and then catches 
glimpse of a great city, of a river winding 
ke a silver ribbon through the fields, forests 
nd plains stretching out beyond the range of 
ision with all their beauty and abounding life. 
And so the soul groping on “the altar stairs 
iat slope through darkness up to God,” there 
omes betime the streaming lines of light that 
seak to a world brighter and more glorious 
ian its own. Each source of truth is a little 
indow of immortality opened up in the 
yul’s darkened chamber through which it 
atches glimpses of a vast, illimitable life 
eyond—“If a Man Die Shall He Live Again,” 
y Dr. W. E. Biederwolf in “If I Had Only 
me Sermon to Preach on Immortality” (Har- 
ers). 
“ 
dding an Attraction to Heaven 
hn 16:16. “A little while and ye shall not 
see me: and again, a little while, and ye 
shall see me, because I go to the Father.” 
When D. L. Moody heard of the death of 
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Non-Violence in 


An Aggressive World || 


By A. J. MUSTE 
A Religious Book Club Selection 


Here is a vigorous and convincing presentation 
of pacifism as a logical and ethical means of 
combatting the impending evils of Wat and 
nationalism. With a humanitarian, long-time 
view, the author presents the position of non- 
violence as the effective and Christian answer 
to international war as well as class-struggle. 
How and why non-violence will work in the 
unstable future facing the world today is con- 
vincingly demonstrated, with historical ex- 
amples and careful analyses of our present 
dilemma, 

For all discussions or sermons on War, the 
Christian attitude toward force, or the means 
of making a better world, this book is in- 
$2.00. 


valuable. 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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FUNDAMENTALS 
OF OUR FAITH 


Can you prove to an unsaved why you believe in 
God, Jesus, Salvation, and the many other doctrines 
of our Faith? If not, you can easily enrich your life 
by studying at home in your spare time as thou- 
sands do! 

FUNDAMENTALS OF CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
an easy correspondence course, giving doctrines in 
short statements supported by quotations from 
Scripture. Certificate upon completion of this or any 
of the other 16 Bible courses. 


,--- SEND FOR FREE BOOKLETS-—-- 
! 


Dept. ZZ349 153 Institute Place 


Please send FREE Bible Test and folder 
on Fundamentals of Christian Faith. [_J Also 
Prospectus describing 16 Home Study Courses. 


The MOODY Bible Institute 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE CHICAGO, ALL 
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Cards—Plaques d 
Stationery—Books—Bibles ‘; 


Earn Larger Income in IQ4O | 


Offer Newest 50c Scripture-Text * 
Everyday Greeting Card Boxes and 
Distinctive New Stationery Cabinet; 
Popular Rustic ‘““Art-Wood” Plaques. ; 

The ‘Sunshine Line’ includes ‘ 
many other attractive and appealing 
items for home, school, and church. 


time. Earn extra money 

good by widening your influence. 

Write nearer office today for new 

illustrated Sales Proposition. vg 

GOSPEL TRUMPET COMPANY 
Attention Dept. D-27 p 

Sacramento, Calif., or Anderson, Ind. #3 


GTO 4 


bie 


Communion Warein Chrome 


Handsome as Silver. Less Costly 
Untarnishable. Holds its Lustre 
Send for Illustrated Folder 


Goodenough and Woglom Company 
296 Broadway, New York 


41,000 AlteadySold 


How To Live Without Worry 


“HIS PEACE 


By NORMAN B. HARRISON 
Author, Preacher, Pastor, Teacher 


Shows why we worry and howto stop. 2 5 
Attractive two-color covers, 48 pp. C 


Other titles of the famous “‘HIS”’ series, by the 
same author, at 25c are: HIS, the believer’s ree 
lationship to Christ; HIS JOY, a call to praise; 
HIS COMFORT, for the sorrowing; *HIS 
BEQUEST, the believer’s riches held 1n trust; 
HIS SURE RETURN, five proofs of Christ’s 
coming again; *HIS RIGHT TO RULE, on 
closing events of this age; *HIS THINGS OF 
POWER, nine realms of Christ’s power. 


*Available in De Luxe Suede covers. 40c 


FRE Ask for descriptive circular of additional 
titles and our illustrated catalog of 1350 items. 


The Bible institute Colportage Ass’n 


870 North Welis Street Chicago, Iinois 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 


squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street “Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Henry Drummond he said, “The home-goi 
of Drummond has added another attraction 
heaven.”—Dr. J. G. Carlile in The Brit 
Weekly. 


af 


The Way to Kill Snakes 
Rom. 6:14. “For sin shall not have domini 
over you.” 

Folks call him “Rusty” because of | 
friendly qualities—it is a term of endearme 
But “Rusty” is a supply minister in Kans 
The Rey. M. A. Dawber was driving with tl 
minister when they were engaged in a cc 
versation concerning sin. Soon, across t 
dusty road just. ahead of them, they saw 
big snake. 

“See that fellow?” said Rusty. “Well sin 
just like that. If I run over his tail, at t 
rate we are going, it will hardly touch hi 
Some preachers are like that — siide over | 
so quickly that it doesn’t touch it.” 

“But watch me kill that snake.” Slowi 
down the car, and putting on the brakes, 
ran over its head. “That’s the way to | 
snakes,” said Rusty, “and that’s the way to} 
sin also. Go slow, run over its head, and ¢ 
on the brakes.” 


vy 
Why the Minister Quit Smoking 


1 Cor. 8:18. “Lest I make my _ brother 
offend.” 


The Rev. Dr. James M. Buckley was for 
long period the distinguished editor of T 
Christian Advocate in New York City, a 
won renown as a scholar, writer and preach 
In his young manhood he was pastor of 
church in Exeter, New Hampshire, and wh 
there a mother once came to him and sa 
“You are not helping me in my efforts to tr 
my boy.” Then she continued: “I do not wk 
him to smoke, but he says that, if Dr. Bu 
ley smokes, it must also be all right for h 
to do so.” “Did he say that I smoke,” inquit 
the young minister. “Yes,” was the reply. “T 
him I have left off today—now,” said 1] 
Buckley. Fifty years later Dr. Buckley 
lated the story in Exeter, and declared tl 
he had kept his spoken word during the hi 
century which had passed. 

wk 


PIPE ORGANS 
OF FINEST QUALITY 
Built in All Sizes 
Write Us 


A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 
Established 1873 Orrville, Ohio 
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ioraler et ee er Boellman 
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BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES 


Splendid For Easter Presentation. Crosses, Vases, 


Candlesticks, Candelabras, Missal Stands, Offering 
Plates, Chalices, Ciboriums, Patens. 
signs submitted on request. 


J. P. Redington & Co., Dept. 800, Scranton, Pa. 


Booklet of de- 


April, 1940 


One Room or Many 
As Occasion Demands 


Y the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 4 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and } 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings. 
Send for 32 page Catalogue No. 15 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
1841 Broadway New York City 
pois in all principal cities 


Chureh Windows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St. St. Joseph, Mo. 
Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, : 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and wwe will submit quotations 


listen -before you. buy.. : 


Maasee 
aS arillons 


Maas dealers everywhere are equipped 
to give your community a demonstration 
installed in your surroundings. 


Listen Before You Buy 
WRITE FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION TO 


HH 


3015 CASITAS AVE., LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
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HILLGREEN, LANE & COMPANY 
Pipe Organ Builders 
ALLIANCE, OHIO 


Our firm has been established for 
forty years and has achieved a 
reputation for fair dealing and 
artistic Organ production. We are 
equipped in every way to under- 
take orders of any magnitude. 


Mother 5 Day, May /2th 


ET our printed supplies—bulletins, post 
card announcements, souvenirs—aid you 

in presenting your special services! 
A complete sample packet of Mother’s Day 
supplies will be sent free upon request. 
BULLETINS—Printed to your order or an 
attractive cover varied for each Sunday. 
Ask for information and samples. 


The Woolverton Printing Company 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 


Write us about your next printing order. We may be able to save you money 


Debora & Delson& 


Bormerly D€Lsone Burnimure Co 
* CHANCEL FURNITURE - 


Sunday Schook EQuipmenrT 
Chancel Renovations a Specialty 


1505 RACE ST.-- PHILA. PA 


- Broun -~BoRhéK Go Associates 
Bethlehem Penna 


a 
i pr a 


Get CHOIR and PULPIT 
GOWNS the EASY MOORE 


way! 


Beautiful, fine quality 
Gowns, Surplices, Cas- 
_socks—now easy for your 
church to own under 
MOORE'S Plan. Write 
for Free Choral Apparel 
Style Book C55, Pulpit 
Apparel StyleBook CP55, 
Budget Payment Plan 155. 


E-R: MOORE CO: 


425 Fifth Ave, 932 Dakin St. 
New York, N. Y. Chicago, III, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


|. J. SWANSON 


YOU, AMERICA! 

phy a S. Brooks, 194 pages, $2.00. Dodd, Mead & C 

An Englishman’s tribute to America, the since 
appreciation of a steerage passenger of the Class < 
1912, who left a struggling mining town of the Englis 
Midlands to secure a plain man’s chance in America. 

In fifteen chapters of entertaining, — almost spar} 
ling — reading, we learn how a man started out wit 
meagre equipment in education; a family of. five chi 
dren to support, and graduated from seminary an 
university, with a degree of Doctor of Philosophy. M: 
Brookes worked as a printer, and as a pastor, t 
attain his goal in education, fellowship, and citizenshiy 

Mr. Brookes’ revealing chapter on “steerage” point 
the way to the goals he has reached. His craving fo 
fellowship, and sympathetic understanding of the unde! 
the-skin man, forms the basis for his achievements. | 
you want to live and walk with a man on the pat 
of life, sharing his trials, reactions and hopes on th 
way to achievement, get this book. It is more tha 
a tribute to America, it is a great soul’s response t 
the beckoning hand of opportunity,—a path ofte 
shadowed to those of us with less courage, less sel! 
discipline, less urge to grasp the hand of the Spirit o 
America. 


HIGHLAND SHEPHERDS. 
By Arthur Wentworth Hewitt, 246 pages, $2.00. Willet! 

Clark & Company. 

This is a book about “The Rural Pastorate” by 
rural pastor, whose gift of expression, sense of humo: 
and capacity for discernment and analysis, unfold fo 
the reader, not unlike a charming picture, that whic’ 
makes a rural pastorate one of the great professions i? 
American life. 

This charming story is given to us under four head 
ings, The Person, The Priest, The Preacher, The Pastor 
with enlightening discussions under each heading. Fe\ 
books on this subject cause one to feel and probabil: 
say inwardly, “That is what I want to do,” or, “Tha 
is what I wanted to be,” yet, in this book we fin 
that which makes the reader feel that ‘The Rural Pas 
torate” is the one worthwhile endeavor in all the land 
Any minister who feels the need for a renewed con 
secration to his work should read this book. An 
minister or pastor who wants a book that will carr 
a challenge to youth should place this book in thei 
hands. 

Highland Shepherds does not soft-soap the facts o 
life, but the brilliance of expression centers attentio: 
on the traits of character and equipment, and point o 
view that keep the true shepherd from becoming bogge 
in routine, hopelessness and pettiness. 

If you want a picture of the Rural Pastor that wil 
intrigue your imagination, yet plenty of challenge an 
heartache thrown in, read Highland Shepherds. 


BOARDMAN OF BURMA. 
By Joseph Chandler Robbins, 175 pages, $1.50. 

Judson Press. 

Truly a fascinating story of a great spiritual adven 
ture. Boardman “The apostle to the Karens” server 
so effectively that even though he died at 30 he mad 
a significant contribution to the cause of foreig: 
missions. 

Educators are rapidly turning to the Biographica 
method of teaching. Instead of thinking of missions i 
terms of budgets and stations and problems, Dr. Rob 
bins here makes the missionary enterprise personal 
makes it live. He follows the early boyhood as wel 
as the college and seminary experiences leading up t 
that memorable day when Mr. and Mrs. Boardman 
bride and groom, set sail for far away Burma wher 
they joined Adoniram Judson. 

What a story it makes of the labors of these earl: 
pioneers, the conversion of the first Karen, the las 
four crowded, tireless, fruitful years of Boardman’s lif 
in which he laid a broad sure foundation for the futur 
of Christianity among the Karens. 

The author, Dr. J. C. Robbins, is an author, mis 
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sionary and Denominational Secretary. He has visited 
the fields and traced the steps of George Dona Board- 
man in writing this book. Few men are so qualified as 
Dr. Robbins to write such a book. Young people will 
see Christianity as high adventure and laymen will 
catch a new vision from its pages. This is another 
Must Book. —C. F. Banning. 


TEMPLE OF RELIGION AND TOWER OF PEACE. 
ty S. A. Hunter, Published by Temple of Religion & 

Tower of Peace, Inc., San Francisco, 96 pages, $1.00. 

Thousands of visitors were attracted to the Temple 
yf Religion and the Tower of Peace at the Golden Gate 
nternational Exposition in 1939 and thousands more 
vill attend in 1940. This book tells the story of the 
yuildings, the exhibits, the displays, the music, the 
Jesper services conducted by leading clergymen. 

The story is beautifully illustrated with fifty-one 
uperb photographs from Treasure Island. Here in an 
nterprise where the art and ingenuity of men is glori- 
ied, a place was made for God. “A House of Prayer 
o all People” was constructed and here the story is 
vell told. 

Visitors of 1939 will find this book a beautiful re- 
ninder of their trip. Visitors who plan to go this year 
vould do well to read this volume in preparation. 

—C. F. Banning. 


‘HE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO CHAOS. 
ty Luman J. Shafer. The Round Table Press, 208 pp. $2.00. 
In “The Christian Alternative to Chaos,” Dr. Luman 

Shafer has added one to the many books on the 
nadequacies of the present world order. It appears to 
im, as it has to other thoughtful men, that the mate- 
ialistic statesmanship of our time offers no hope. So 
yng as the only consideration between nations is 
waterial advantage and so long as each nation is a 
overeignty acknowledging no obligation except to its 
wn interests, war will continue and humanity will suf- 
sr. The book clearly reveals the present international 
narchy and the repudiation of moral obligation which 
; prevalent among the statesmen of the world. The 
idividual Christian, always tempted to think of his 
uith as a matter of individual concern, must learn to 
sgard it as universal and his own life as a fact in a 
orld of Christian fellowship. Dr. Shafer spent twenty 
ears in educational missionary work in Japan and is 
ow Chairman of the Committee on International Rela- 
ons of the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
merica. He is well qualified to write of the present 
orld situation and he has written well. 

—Alvin E. Magary. 


HE BOOK OF REVELATIONS 

y Ernest Findley Scott. Scribners: New York; 1940. 
191 pages, $2.00. 

Dr. Scott for twenty years was Professor of Biblical 
heology at Union Seminary, New York. He now 
aches at the Episcopal Theological School in Cam- 
ridge, Mass. His work in the New Testament is well- 
nown and his books are held authoritative. In this 
ttle volume he has done what few, if any, have been 
le to do so clearly: he gives unity and order to a 
yok that for most of us has just been a confusing 
aze and muddle. Perhaps the muddle was more in 
ir thinking than in the book. The author says, “It 
as written as a Christian book, and cannot be under- 
ood unless its Christian purpose is borne in mind.” 
e “has kept two aims before him: first, to explain the 
yok as clearly as he can, with regard, not so much to 
; obscure background, as to its immediate purpose, 
id, second, to discover its religious message.” The 
viewer feels Dr. Scott has greatly succeeded. The 
ok in his hands becomes preachable, not only in the 
st three and the last chapters, but all through. It 
ay be expected that there will be many sermons 
sed on Revelation from the pulpits of the men who 


ad this volume. And the time is opportune. 
—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


HEN CHILDREN ASK. ; 
Margaret Harmon Bro. Willett, Clark & Co., Chicago. 
oth, 261 pp. and bibliography. $2.00. 


Books of this type usually receive from me nothing 
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more than a cursory glance; because, as a rule, the 
are too theoretical, written by someone who knov 
nothing about children, except theory. But this boo 
is different. I actually read it. The blurbs on tt 
jacket are not good; but the book itself is very goo 


Mrs. Bro has four children of her own. Still thi 
is not a recommendation of itself; for it takes no inte 
ligence to become a parent, but it does take a lot ¢ 
intelligence to be one. And Mrs. Bro does have’ thé 
intelligence. 

Children ask questions to learn. Upon the answe! 
depends a great deal of development. Yet how fe 
parents spend any time learning anything about paren 
hood! Mrs. Bro hammers home the fact that no or 
can answer a child beyond one’s own development an 
equipment. It is a complementary and a supplementar 
process, this asking of questions by children. 

This book will circulate only among the fairly inte 
ligent.. For it is the sort of book which requires se 
examination; and that is as it should be. Water canni 
be taken from an empty barrel; nor can a fire | 
lighted with an icicle. 

Without hesitation I recommend this book to paren) 
and would-be parents, teachers, preachers; anyone wh 
deals with children, or who expects to deal with chi 


dren. It is one of the best books of its type; syn 
pathetic, understanding, intelligent, well written an 
reverent. —William R. Siegart. 


MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

By Erling C. Olsen. Two volumes; 528 and 522 page 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York. $4.00 per se 
1939. 


The author, Mr. Erling Olsen, is described as Exec 
tive Vice-President of the Fitch Investors Service, 
leading financial statistical and investment adviso1 
firm, and an active Christian layman, identified wit 
church schools, boards and organizations. Mr. Olse 
gave these meditations as a series of radio addresst 
from 1934 to 1938. The acceptance these met encourage 
him to extend his studies to the whole of the Psaln 
and to put them into book form. It is an encouragir 
sign of the times that simple, evangelical messages suc 
as these are should have found so hearty a welcome. 
is equally pleasant to find a Christian layman, not 
clergyman or professional scholar, moved to study tl 
Psalms so enthusiastically and to go to the considerab 
labor and sacrifice of sharing the joy and profit | 
found with others. Mr. Olsen is always clear, alway 
practical. He reads the Psalms in the light of tl 
New Testament, he applies them to present needs, pe 
sonal and social. He is always evangelical. The bool 
are well printed and have a most attractive forma 
They are well adapted to devotional reading, and wi 
be helpful too to Bible students and Sunday Scho 
teachers. —Paul H. Roth. 


MODERN LIFE AND THE CROSS. 
By John C. Schroeder. Charles Scribners’ Sons, New Yor 
168 pages, $1.50. 


In the ten chapters of this book, the professor | 
Homiletics and Pastoral Theology in Yale Divinii 
School weaves about the Cross the vital facts in 1] 
life of man and shows the cross to be the one signi 
cant fact about which all the other facts may be prope 
ly grouped. It is a challenging volume that will provol 
discussion, lead to sterner evaluation of one’s oy 
faith, and to clearer thinking on the application | 
Christianity to modern conditions of living. The chai 
ters are not sermons, but serious discussions of vit 
matters. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


SO THEY CRUCIFIED HIM. 
By Frank Stone. Charles Scribners’ Sons, New York. 
pages. $1.00. 


Ten brief addresses on the events of Holy Week ma 
up the chapters of this most excellent book. It brin 
a new approach, and a simple, but very scholarly vie’ 
point to bear upon matters which ministers emphasi 
in the days preceding Easter. Every page is filled wi 
suggestiveness. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 
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MID-WEEK SERVICES 


[. Our Daily Round 
Organ: “Sing to The Lord,” Tosti-Nevin. 
Invocation: Pastor. 
Hymn: “O Lord of Heaven, .. .” 
Scripture: Gen. 5:23-24. 
Hymn: “How Near to us, O God.” 
Meditation: 


Walking is a commonplace thing in our lives. We 


walk everywhere, about the house, to the neighbors, 
the store, to Church, in the fields, the highway. 
But, when we walk with princes and_ presidents, 


that walk is lifted out of the commonplace. It becomes 
something out of the ordinary. Walking with God is 
not a commonplace experience; it is the greatest experi- 
ence in the life of man. 

In walking with God, we walk in the light. Enoch 
in our Scripture lesson lived among men in an evil 
day, but he found the light, he walked with God. We, 
too, can find the light through God, even though we 
live in an evil day. (Describe evils with which we are 
surrounded, and how search for God overcomes evil). 
In walking with God, we take on the likeness of God, 
in Our manner, our thoughts, our desires, our love, our 
sympathies, our tolerance, etc. Through delight in 
God’s holy presence, man grows into God’s image. 


To talk with God, 

No breath is lost— 
Talk on. 

To walk with God, 

No strength is lost— 
Walk on. 

To wait on God, 

No time is lost— 
Wait on. 


Frank L. Cox. 


Hymn: “O For a Closer Walk with God.” 


Prayer: Thanksgiving, humble confession of 
sin, intercession. 


Hymn: “The Voice of God is Calling.” 
Benediction. 
7 


I. A Trip to Tarshish 
Organ: “Ave Maria,” Schubert. 


Invocation: Pastor. 

Hymn: “He Who Would Valient Be.” 
Scripture: Jonah 1:1-8. 

Hymn: “O Lord of Life, Thy Kingdom... .” 
Meditation: 


Our lesson describes a man who wanted to work 
or God. He consecrated himself to God, and he proph- 
sied during the reign of Jeroboam Il. The Word of 
yod is always accompanied by a definite task, some- 
hing that includes personal effort, probably working in 
. disagreeable place, difficulties to overcome, hardships 
0 master, rules to obey, opposition at home and among 
riends. 

This man found this to be true, but he wanted to 
lo God’s work in his own way, so he decided to go to 
Parshish. Contrast this to Paul’s response. Acts 16:6- 
us 

Jonah found that disobedience _ to God’s command 
yas expensive. He had to pay his own fare for the 
rip, and that fare was more than mere money. That 
are cost “him his self-esteem, (he lay down out of 
ight below deck). It cost him the respect of his fellow- 
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men. He found-he could not reach the goal without God” 
help. He lost the power to pray. He listened to th. 
prayers of others, but he, knowing the one true Goa 
could not raise his voice in prayer. 

However, through God’s love, there is a way bacl 
from all this helplessness. Just as soon as Jonah gav 
up the thought of doing God’s work in his own way, h 
found the road back to God. God has a job for every 
one of us, and he will show us the way, Just as soo1 
as we abandon our own plans, and seek to know wha 
God’s plans are for us. 


Hymn: “God is my Strong Salvation.” 

Prayer: Intercession, seeking God’s will it 
our daily lives, repentance for having lost ow 
way in sin, Thanksgiving for God’s love. 


Hymn: “Awake, My Soul, Stretch Ever 
Nerve.” 
Benediction. 


vf 
III. Social Security 
Organ: “Beside Still Waters,” Coerne. 
Invocation: Pastor. 
Hymn: “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me.” 
Scripture: Mark 6:33-34. John 12:12-19 
Luke 23:13-25. Matt. 27:33-58. 
Hymn: “Go Labor on, Spend and be Spent. 
Meditation: 


Desire for solitude and seclusion is often expressed 
It is the rare and Christlike spirit who desires to b 
where the crowds with their needs, their fears, thei 
sufferings and their mutterings are. This crowd i 
which Jesus saw a great opportunity was no differen 
from our crowds today, the crowd was absorbed in it 
own selfish needs, resourceless, hungry, without 
leader. This crowd was looking for bodily help, socia 
security, if you will. 

Those who today accept the benefits of Christia 
teaching and practice without aligning themselves o. 
Christ’s side are merely seeking loaves and fishes. Yet 
Jesus did not deny them the food. In John 12:12-1¢ 
we learn of the crowd who cheered and (voted) ac 
claimed Jesus, because they looked upon him as 
leader who would rescue them from the hardships o 
their daily life. They followed readily, because the 
wanted to share in the good things of life on the wir 
ning side. 

Luke 23:13-25 tells us of the reaction of those wh 
felt themselves cheated through the promises of on 
whom they had felt would lead them to greater east 
Thoughtlessly, they acclaimed the side who sought t 
condemn Jesus. When there was no promise of physice 
benefits to them, they joined the mob in shouting di: 
approval. They forgot the loaves and fishes, the cure 
from disease which they had witnessed among their ow 
people. 

In their ignorance of the meaning of the securit 
Jesus sought to bring them, they jeered his suffering: 
they joked about His agony. Compare their action t 
our own today, are we found where social security — 
promised, or are we interested where eternal securit 
is held out to us? 


Hymn: “Send down Thy Truth, O God.” 


Prayer: For understanding of eternal love c 
God, who promises salvation for the spiri 
rather than security for the body. Reper 
tance, gratitude. 

Hymn: “When Courage Fails. . . .” 

Benediction. 
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y. An Ancient Prayer Meeting 


Organ: “This is the Day.”—Schubert-Schnec- 
oT. 

Invocation: Pastor. 

Hymn: “God Moves in a Mysterious Way.” 
Scripture: Acts 16. Rev. 2:18-28. 

Hymn: “Send down Thy Truth, O God.” 
Meditation: 

This story of a woman of ancient times, a business 
oman, if you will, tells how spiritual training is 
ught and received by those in whom the Holy Spirit 
_at work. Lydia learned that training in spiritual 
ie might be attained by attending services at a cer- 
in Church, where a man named Paul would tell of 
is experience on the Damascus road, he would tell 
the Son of God who had come to earth to save man 
om the punishment of sin, he would tell how the 
eker after truth might find the Holy Spirit to lead 
m onward toward eternal life. Lydia went to this 
ace, and heard Paul. As Paul talked, mighty divine 
fluences were at work in Lydia’s heart. Lydia was a 
od woman, who attended Church regularly, and now 
rough Paul, God was made real to her. Lydia accepted 
aul’s word as applying to herself, and thus gave God 
chance to use her in his work. 

Lydia put herself in the way of service, so that God 
uld make use of the things in her possession and her 
e, in carrying out his plans. It was to Lydia’s home 
e Apostles went when they needed help in times of 
rsecution. Any person seeking how to put himself in 
e way of service to God can find that way through 
tendance at Church, where the story of Jesus and the 
oly Spirit among men is told and retold. 


Hymn: “O Grant us Light, that we may 
now.” 

Prayer: For the coming of the Holy Spirit 
to our individual lives, for understanding on 
w part of the will of God, for forgiveness of 
ir sins and indifference toward the Church 
; God’s institution, for gratitude and hope. 
Hyman: “Strong Son of God, Immortal Love.” 
Benediction. 


vf 


ulletin Board Slogans 


Service is love in overalls. 

You simply can’t help another without help- 
g yourself. 

Christianity cannot be defined by negatives. 
Religion in the hands and feet is a sure 
st. 

When you pull on the oars you don’t rock 
e boat. 

The heart is not pure where the tongue is 
yt clean. 

He buys honey dear who licks it oft of 
ors. 

You may suffer without sinning but not sin 
ithout suffering. 

Sin is the most costly thing in the world. 
There is no little sin,—no white lie. 

It is a great sin to love a “small” sin. 

Do you shrink from a sinner more than 
om sin? 

Being conscious of no fault is the greatest 
ult of all: 
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